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Scribes and Scholars: The tuplar Enuma Anu Enlill

Frurtcesttt  Rttchherg - Riterside

Ily tucans ol thc publ icat ion ten years ago of the 
"Material ien zur babylonischen

Gcsellschaft und Kulturtn i"f f tnLti t ther Zcit" '  Joachim Oclsner made i t  possible

t o r a n e n t i r e t . i c l c l t o r ^ , n " . . " . r t o L a t c B a b y l o n i a i n a w a Y w h i c h w a s n o t - p t t s s i b l c

oreviously. c)ur c. l lcctrvc debt to hirn is weighty and mine personally no less so' I

t"ffijlflj::':,j;::"o;:,":;:";:,Enlir'" is eas'v vet onrv 'itcra'v trans'ated

"scribe of (the celesti t  "*"" series enti t icd) Enuma Anu Enli l" '  i ts definit ion tn

cu l tu ra l te rms is 'n ' " . ,n*p l " *Thet rans la t ion"as t ro loger " 'by focuss ingonon ly

oneaspecto f thece les t ia lc l i v ina t ionexper t ' sac t iv i t ies ' tonu"y 'an inadequateand

one-si<Jetl  picture' No t in"-*-A English translat ion of tuplar Eni lma Anu Enli l

(henceforth abbreviated i.ioa "u"or"tely defines the field of expertise oflhe Enuma

Anu Enlil(henceforth EAE) scribe without implying an anachronistically sharp

distinction between ̂ ';;;;';;utt'ono*"'' 
Thus Erica Reiner's freer translatlon

"-3ffH[',t::Tfih;' 
partlv a runction of our modern understanding of the

relat ionship between astrology and astronomy' not paral leled by the ancient

tcrminology, on nn" nona' una]on the other' ttt" neeO to establish what such a scribe

referred to as such ttt""'i' ditl' as well as how tttat "hanged over the course of the

fivc hundrc<l r"o"nun''* the le:.A:sv:i:1ffijijlff::#::l'Jt:1::J;
occurs in texts ovcr the course of this long pert

t h c l a s t t h r e e c e n l u r i e . u . . . o , u " , s u b s t a n t i a l l y l i o m t h o s e o f t h e s e v e n t h c e n t u r y '
' fhe training and activi t ies of t  t  EAE ntu" n"*""r i ly dif fer over this stretch ol

t ime. Final ly '  tn"" t t 'n" O""tt i t 'n *t '" t f t t  "  i iOt i t t  "  t" tm for a dist inct scholarly

profession or a titlc rr"r.i'ii.,*,^,,r nrcrDbcrs ol'thc prof'e ssi ttn tttpiarru 
"scribe'"

I f  t cx tua l  sourccs  I ro t t t  w l t i ch  t " t "  t t " ' i t i  p iccc  together  the  rangc  o f

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e ' " n t l t ^ p " ' t i t t c o l r r / I i i l r * t ' " t i n t " " d t o t h o s e o n w h i c h t h e t i t l c

a p p e a r s ' v e r y l i t t l e c t l u l t l l l c s : t i t l . l t s s t t t l l s < l t l r c c s i l r c s u r p r i s i r r g l y r a r e . I n t h e N c o .

A s s y r i a n p c r i o t l . t h c r c l t r e l t r t t t ; t r ' l t t | : t l l l c , . * . , . . , n . l c t t e r , 3 m e n t i o n i n g t h e ' ' r e p o r t s o f

t l re  t .EAE's  (u ' i l t i t r  ' i "  I  t l  A  l tA  r r t r  AN ' lL 'N 'L iL ) ;  anc i ther  le t te r  in  wh ich  twt r

l  Por t ions  o f  th is  Pr t l x  t  n '  t '

Co tnrnun i ty '  o f  l . r t t t  l l : r l ' r  l " r r t  t
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2  E  R c i n c r '  A s t t  r l  N l  r l  t '  t t t

. l  L A \  h { r  ' \ l } l  l i i l r '  l l

r ' l i  (  l f l ( ( l  r r r  
' l he  Scr ibes  o f  E t r inur  Anu En l i l :  The 

' sc ien t i f i c

. ' r  I l r (  . loo th  N ' l ce t ing  o f  th "  A ' "e t i t "n  C) r ien ta l  Soc ie ty '  A t lan ta

l i . r l t \ l \ ) r t r l '  I ' h i la t le lph ia  1995 (TAPS 85/ '1 )  61

r l  , ,  \  I ' r r P o l t .  S A A  X  7 6 '



r (n ) F. RoL:hberg

r, .rr lr(  nl irr  \(  t  i l r ! ' \  i rr( '  dcsrgnatetl  ls LU A BA IJD-nu AN EN Li l  "  who "look day and

, ' ,glt t  , t  thc sky",4 onc report in which the t i t lc. of Surnaia is thc "scribe of EAE

lr.0nr rhc ncw ream,, ( l-u.DUB.SAR UD.AN.dEN.LiL ja /<isr i  ei ju);5 and one

.( lr l l inistrat ivc document,6 l ist ing the cmployees of the court in which seven t LAl"s

l rcad the l iS t , twoofwhomarewel l -knownt rorn theSargon idrc lya lcor respondencc

andas{ ro log ica | repc l r ts ( I i ta r -Sunru-erc i ,knowne lsewhcreasarabnp iar r i , , ch ie f

scribc."7 and Balasi).8

According to the designations of scribes lound in colophons' thc canonical EAE

t c x t s d o n o t r e f e r t o t h e c o p y i s t s a s r . E A E . E v e n t h o u g h t h e c e l e s t i a l r l m e n s c r i e s

rcpresented  thc  has ic  par t  ( ) f  3n  "LAE scr ibe 's "  knowlcdge '  and mastery  ( ) l ' th : r t  t cx t

w a s o b v i o u s l y t h e c h i c f c l e f i n i n g f c a t u r e o I s u c h a s c r i b e ' q u o t a t i t l n s o f c c l c s t i a l

t l r r r e n s f r o m t h i s s e r i c s t l t l n o t n e c e s s a r i l y i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e w r i t e r o f t h e t e x t w a s a n
. ,EAEscr ibe . , .Ev idencetha tscr ibesnotho ld ing th is t i t lecou ldquotece les t ia lomens

(or holtl private copies of thc series, e'g , the 4th century scribe IqiSA' see below) is

cornnlon, as secn in the lettcrs and astrological reports of the exorcist Adad-sumu-

u.ur,9,, ,  the priest Akkul lanu,l0 who was an Areb bir i  or "Entercr of the Templc of

Assur.,,l I Akkullan, carried out cclestial observation and research in the EAE series'

c t l u n s e l l e d t h e k i n g o n t h i s b a s i s a n d p e r s o n a l l y s u p e r v i s e d t h e a p o t r o p a i c r l t e s

neccssitatcd by celestial omens which he recommended be perfbrmed' I z

Not evcn in the body of texts termed "reports of the scribes of Enuma Anu EnLil"

(u, i lat i  iaLU.A.BA UD.AN.dEN.LiLl,  i '  a scribal author identi f ied as a I.EAE.l3

Mcrreover, EAE was not the only source of omens utilized by the scribes who made

4 S Pa.polu, A Letter from Sama5-5umu-ukin lo Esarhaddon' lraq 24' 1912' 22 rev 24 25 On

rhc parricular spcll ing of the tit le of the celestial omen series' see p- 26 note to l ine rev 24'
'  

i ' ; ;  i ; ; ; ; " ; .  As t rJ log ica l  Repons ro  Assyr ian  K ings ,  He ls ink i  1992 (SAA Vt r r ) ,499 rev .  5

St t  a tso  A I -  Oppenhe im,  D iv ina t ion  and Ce les t ia l  Observa t ion  in  the  Las t  Assyr ian  Empi re '

(  ( n l r u r t t s  l ' 1 .  1 9 6 9 .  9 9
( '  

, , i l I r  x l l  ( )bv  i  l t  IPAP 7  A. I ]A ] 'UD-AN-BE,  see sAA v l l  l '

/  Sce  l l  l r t l t t t , , r ' s  d isc t rss ion  o f  L i ta r - iumu OreS as  the  au thor  o f  the  Synchron is t i c  K ing  L is t :

l l i s to ry  i r r t r l  I r teo logy  i r  lhc  Assyr ian  Roya l  Inscr ip t ions '  in :  F .M Fa les  (Ed ) '  Assyr ian  Roya l

| | r s c I I l l l i ( ) n s : N c w t l 0 r i z o n s r n l - i t c r a r y . I d e o l o g i c a l , a n d H i s t o r i c a | A n a l y s i s , R o n r e l 9 8 l . 3 l . ] 2 -
' lhc  "ch ic t  sc r ibe , "  ( r r iD  tup id r r i '  wr i t ten  LU GAt -  I )UB SAR oT GAL A BA) '  fo r  exar t lp le '  was  a

(it lc tssociated with celcstial onren scribcs from the tine of sargon Il. one such chief scrihe was

G a b b i - i l . n i . r e s . a n c e s t o r o f N a b 0 - z u q u p . k e n a ' F o r c o l o p h o n s o f t h e l a t t e r ' f r o r n t e x t s r a n q i t l S l n

t y p e f r o r r } l i t e r a r y t O a S t r o n o n i c a l a n d d i v i n a t i o n ' b o l h c e l c s t i a l a n d t e r r e s t r i a l ' s e c l I ' l I u n g e r .

A O A T  2 .  N o s .  2 9 3 - 3 1 2 .
8  S.  Parpo la ,  LAS l - l l  and  f l  Hunger .  SAA VI I I

v  Sce LAS l19  and 120 and the  as t ro log ica l  rcpor ts  in  H Hungcr '  SAA V l l l  160  and l { r l

to - i . .  leS 298-302 and nrany  repor ts .  fo r  wh ich '  see  H Hunger '  SAA V l l l  100 ' l  l2

l l  , l B t . 5 3 c  r e v  1 4 - 1 5 '  r " .  L e S  I I '  A p p  N  5 6  C f  A C h  S u p p  2  3 3 : 8  l l '  t h c  c o l r t p h . n  r ' l

wh ich  ident i f i cs  the  scr ibe  us  be long ing  to  rhc  Assur  Templc .  as  rcs to red  by  l l  t lunger '  A( )A l  l '

N o .  5 l  l J .
lZ ' t . "  LAS 298 on  lunar  cc l ipse  o tnens  anr l  the  subs t i tu te  k ing  r i tua l :  a lso  LAS l l0 i l00  (  \

t ' a rpo la ,  SAA X 100)  on  Mars  omcns and so la r  cc l ipsc' - i ' f  
; ; ; ; ; ; ,  .u , , , , ,n . .  scc  I t  Hungcr .  sAA VI IL  t io r  rhc  s ing lc  e  xarnp lc  o t  r  sc .he  i r l t  r r r r l i t  r l

w i th  the  t i t l c  t .F l ,1 t :  i  lhc  rcpor ts  scc  i lhove n( ) tc  ( )
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these reports to the king. l t  appcars that the protession 
"serihe" ,LLI4 3A=tait iarru)

applici l  general ly to spccial ists in scholarly divination' both cclest ial and terrcstr ial

(iummtt alu and iummtt izbu), as well as thc hemerological omens (iqqur rpui and
' i int l tu 

bal t trhirn).14 These works consti tuted the l i terature of the scholarly f ield

re lc r re t l toby theabst rac tnovntup i ( l r ru l r r .Muchscho lar lyd iv ina t ionwasthere fbre

i n c l u d e c l u n t l e r t h c g e n e r a l f i c l d o f " o m e n s c i e n c e " ' w i l h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e

cx t isp icysu iesbr l r f r tu . ' fheser ies !14E( , ,canon ica l ' ' and ' 'non-canon ica l ' ' ) i s found

within a l ist . f  schorarly works belonging to the l ibrary of Assurbanipal that

includcd lexical l ists (ndbnltu), lamentations (erialunga), terrestr ial omens ( ' i t tnma

t l l u ) ' a n d c o m n r c n t l i r i e s t ( ) a n u m b e r o f t h e o n r c n s c r i e s . a s w e l l a s t o t h c l i t e r a r y t c x t

Ertunt| E/j . i . l5 celest ial omens belongetl  to a classif icat ion of scholarship whose

v a r i o u s a s p e c t s w e r e < ] i v i n a t i o n ( c e l e s t i a l a n d t e r r c s t r i a l ) , l a m e n t a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e '

lcxical l i teraturc and conltncntaries'

In Oppenheim's study of the Neo-Assyrian scholar scribes' derived mainly from

an analysis ol ' th" ast.ological reports, l6 he cal led attention to the fact that, 
' ' the

same experts report on and 
' interptet '  celest ial events as well  as such ominous

occurrences as the birth of abnormal animals, or incidents which are typical of the

sort dealt with in the compendium called Summa-alu,,'and that this ',should prevent

us from talking of them as ,astrologers.' They are simply experts in all those fields

o fd iv ina t ionwhicharcouts ideex t isp icy . , ' lTThat th is is thecase isperhapsnowhere

more clearly articulated than in a letter of Marduk-5apik-z.eri to Assurbanipal'18 in

w h i c h h e r e v i e w e d t b r t h e k i n g t h e e x t e n t o f h i s l e a r n i n g : ( q u o t i n g P a r p o | a ' s

translation) 
"I fully master my father's profession' the discipline of larnentation; l

have studied and chanted the Series' I  am competent in [" ' ] '  
'mouth-washing' and

purification of the palace ["'l I have examined healthy and sick flesh' I have read the

(as t ro log ica l  omen ser ies  )  Enuma Anu En l i l  [  " ]  and made as t ronomica l

observations. I  have read the (anomaly series) Sunm a iz.bu, the (physiognomical

works) [Katarl uqqi)' Alaruli]mmi) ancl Nigdimdimnti4 [" and the (terrestrial omen

_"r,"r i  i rr t ,  n'a' lu., ,19.lhe scribe then enumeratc. by name twenty other learncd

c x p e r t s ( P A P 2 0 U M . M E . A . M E S ) . t w o o f w h o n r s p e c i f i c a l l y w e r e c o m p c t c n t l n

14 See S.  Parpo la '  SAA X '  p  x i i i  and  no te  l  
-  ,

l -5  W.G.  Lamber t .  A  La t t  Assyr ia r r  ( 'a ta logue o f  L i te r i l rY  and Scho lar ly  Te  x ts '  in :  u  E ich le r

( i :d . ) ,  Cune i fo rn l  S tud ies  in  l lonor  o l  Santuc l  Noah Kran le r '  Keve laer  Neuk i rchcn-V luyn  1976

( A O A T 2 5 ) ' 3 1 . 1 ( K . 1 , 1 ( ) 6 - i + ) | . h i s I i s ( i s a s s t r e i r t e d w i t h t h c s c r i b a l n a l n e A p l a i a . A n a | n c s c c n | n

S A A X 2 8 9 ( L A S 2 2 4 ) r c v l ( r . r n r | ( s u t c l y a t l i f f e r c n t p e r s o n ) A p l . i a o f t } o r s i p p a ' k n t r u ' n f r t r n r

the  cc les t ia l  o lncn  r tp ( ) r l s  sn  A V l t l  l5 ( )  16u

l6  A .L .  C lpp"nhc i t t t .  l ) t v t t t r t l to t t  an t l  Cc lcs l ia l  C)bserva t ion  in  thc  Las t  Assyr ian  [ i lnp i rc '

Centaurus  l4 '  l9 ( t9 .  ( )7  |  t5

l 7  A . L  t ) p p c n h c r r r r '  r l ) r ( l  ( ) r )

l 8  c T  5 +  5 7 + .  c ( l r t t ( l  l r v  l l  l l r r t t g c r '  i n :

H i s t o r y :  P h i l o l o g t r : r l  i r t r ( t  l l r \ r ( r I I ( ' t l  S t u t l t c s

6 7 ) .  I  i 7 -  I 6 6 .  w  t l l t  ; " r  r r  S  l ' ; r r  p ' r l a  S A A  X

l 9  s . t , q  x  l ( | o  \ ( ' �  l ' '

F .  Rochberg-Ha l ton  (E tJ  ) ,  Language L i tc ra tu rc ' -  and

Prcsente , l  t -o  Er ica  Rc iner .  New l lavcn  l9 lJ7  (AOS

I  60 .
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Lc les t ia l  ( l i v ina t ion  and ex t isp icy  ( " tNNl  has  c rossed over  f rom E lam;  [hc  fu l l y

rrurstcrsl cxt ispicy and is an cxpert in lEnuma Alnu Enli l ,  ancient and Sumerian

hcrnlcncutics Iand thc sccrcts of heavcn and e]arth," l incs rcv. l-3 and "Kudurru is

pr<rf icicnt in cxt ispicy and has read Enilma Anu Enli l ,"  l ine 3l). ' Ihe correspondcnce

between Assyr ian  and Baby lon ian  scho lars  anc l  the  k ings  Esarhaddon and

Assurbanipal attests to the expert ise of the diviners not only in the celestial and other

omen l i terature, but also in incantations, r i tuals, and sacri l ' ices ncccssitated by

ominous signs. As portraycd in the Neo-Assyrian royal correspondence, such scribes

not only kncw what to watch for in thc heavens and when, as well as where to find

the corresponding prognostication in the cornpendiun EAE, but also knew what to

do in rnagical or cult ic tcnns about onc's f indings in the text, and to advise thc king

accordingly. I t  is clear that scribes could be trained in the reading and application of

EAE without their nccessari ly being idcnti f ied as t.EAE.

Since the term "scribe" had the particular meaning "expert in omen sciences," thc

c loscs t  approx imat ion  to  a  genera l  te rm fo r  " l i t t c ra tus"  migh t  be  ummAnu
(LUUU.Vn.n), in accordance with its usage in the letter of Marduk-Sapik-zeri cited

above. The word ummdnn is normally translated into English as "master" or
"scholar," as in the expression frequently found in the mukall imt,r omen
commentaries, "according to the scholars" ( ia pi ummdni).2o This statement has

been interpreted as an expression meant to diff'erentiate omens in "canonical" written

series from those not recorded in the standard or "canonical" series. Colophons of

some commentaries, for example the question-answer type, or mai'ctltu, sometimes
idcntilicd their contcnt as derived from ("the mouths of') scholars, e.g., mai'altu ia

1i umntdni.2l Whether the force of the expression ia pt "according to (the mouth)"

is to convcy the oral i ty of the tradit ion, or to establ ish a text as stemming from an
:rulh()r i tat ivc source, i .e.,  the masters, or indced both, is very dif f icult  to cstabl ish.

In ir  toxt conccrning thc training of a diviner, the transmission of a variety of
t l iv irrat ion techniques, cal led "secrets of heavcn and earth" and "secrets of the great
gods," rcf crrcd to the scholar as "learncd" or "knowing" (umminu mudfi) and as"Lhe
onc who guards thc sccrets of the great gods"(naslr pir i . i t i  i l t tni  nbttt i1.22'fhe
quali f icat ion of the scholar as mudfi is of interest, sincc i t  raises the question of the
naturc of the knowledge of the Assyro-Babylonian scholar. The sarne designation is
fbund in colophons which indicatc the exclusivity of scholarly knowlcdgc, as in "thc

knowing (one)  n ray  show ( the  tab lc t )  on ly  to  the  knowing,  no t  to  thc  'un

knowing ' . "23  Or ,  equa l ly  exp l i c i t ,  " the 'unknowing ' ( i .e . .  un i t ia ted)  may no t  scc  rhe

20 See LAS I3  r .  l -2  Notc  the  para l le l  to  rhe  cxpress ion  iu  p t  upk t t l tE
the^(ora l  t rad i t ion  o f  the)  anc ien t  sagcs . "  c i t cd  CAD s .v .  upku l lu  2a l ' .

- '  See CAD s .v .  mu i 'u l tu  n tng .  2 ,  w i th  cxarnp lcs  l ron  nred ica l  tex ts ,
on tms,  l . zDa,  cc les t ia l  omens.  and sec  l l  Hunecr .  AOAT 2 .  No.  l  l  l .

: :  WC Larnber l .  Enrnedurank i  and Rc la rcd  Mar rc rs .  JCS 21,  1967.  l . l2
1r  Sce CAI )  s .v .  ku l lu t r ru  n rng  . lh .  anr l  F I  l lunrc r .  AOA- I  2 .  in r lex  s .v

, laD i ra t r  "accord ing  
to

tqqur  Ipu i .  d iagnos t ic

( K  2 4 8 6 + ) :  t 9 .
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sccrct of '  thc sagc" ( lnisi lr t i  apkalt i  nrudfr la immor).24 
' I 'hc exclusivity of the

scholars'  knowledgc, not to bc disclosed to lhr: "one who does not know," demarcates

that botly of knowlcdge, including divination, incantations and magic'  from othcr

fields.

There are isolatccl refcrences to the revelation (iubrii) of texts fiom a god to a

scribal "author," the clearcst being that of the Erra Epic having bcen revealed to

Kabti- i leni-Marduk 
" in thc night" (meaning in a dreaml).25 It  is not clear, however'

which god has done the revealing. The ascript ion of the celestial omen series EAE

(as well  as the exorcists'  corpus lAi ipntuml and the lamentation singer'  corpus

fkutf i tum]) to the god Ea in a catalogue l ist ing authors of scienti l ' ic and l i terary tcxts

ntcans thiit the origins of certain textual corpora of the scribal repcrtoire wcre thought

of as divine. The catalogues in which texts are ascribcd to authors, both divine and

huntan, uniformly express "authorship" by means of thc cxpression ia pi,  l i teral ly

,,of the mouth,,,  but meaning "according to," or, as Lambert translated, "by."26 y",,

thc case for revelat ion of these corpora, hence of the corresponding discipl incs

themselves. is less clear. For the divination sciences, cal led the "secrets of Anu,

Enlil, and Ea" (nisirti dAnu dEnlil u dto"), a tcxt concerning the rcvelation of these

bodies of knowledge, interestingly enough not from Ea, but from SamaS and Adad to

the sage Enmeduranki, cxplains the revelation of knowledge from the gods to the

sage and then from the sage to "the men of Nippur, Sippar, and Babylon" (mari

Nippuriki Sippariki u Babiliki)21 Each time, revelation is expressed by means of the

verl. t  Subra,as in the passage in the Ena Epic.28 The discipl ines of lamentation and

incantation are not included in this text, whose purpose is specifically to define the

quafilications (physical and in terms of descent) and requirements of a "diviner" (mar

LUaarila1|rl). The diviner must be without physical blemish, must be considered a

descendant of Enmeduranki the sage, who received divinc revclation of the divination

sciences, and must be sworn by an 6ath "on tablct and stylus before Sarnai and

Adad"29 before being instructed ( i f ihuzu) in thc discipl ine by an ummdnu'

It  is not at al l  clcar that thc designation untmAnu consistently implics onc who

posscssed a bo<ly of knowlcrlge by virtuc of special communication with a god, as

opposed to by ral ional inquiry:rnrl  hcrtt tcttcutics. Though the contents of the tcxts are

24 Ct  Z- l  50 :  20  +  ( ' t  . l ( )  5 ' l :  .1o .  e r lc ( l  ( 'A l )  s  v .  nuuf t  in  Ia  nud i  nng l '

25  Er raEp ic  V  -11 ,  s te  ( 'A l )  sv  l , , i r r i  A  r rng  5b .  Kabt i - i lan i -Marduk 's  nanre  has  heen res tored

in  onc  o f  the  f ragr r rcn ts  rn r . l r r t l t . t l  rn  l . rn lbc f t ' s  s tudy-  A  Cata logue o f  Tcx ts  and Authors ,  JCS 16,

1962,  6 .1  Tcx t  l l l  K ( r7 l  / i  |  . ) .  uhrch  s ives  the  inc ip i t  o f  thc  ep ic  and rc fc rs  to  thc  p r tssagc  in

Tab le t  V  42  44  whcr t .  r t  \ r : r t ( \  t l r c  sc r rbc  contp i le rd  thc  tab le ts  wh ich  were  " rcvea led  to  h in )  in  thc

n igh( , , ,  and whr th  rh t . r r  
" l r t .  ' l r rkc  "  l -a r r rher t  po in ts  ou t  (p .  70 .  no te  to  I I I  l -2 )  tha t  thc rc  i s  n ( '

c lear  sub jcc t  o l  t l t  rc r l ,  r r t t t l t r t tun t r t  
"hc  rcvca lcd  i t  to  h im. "

26  WC;  [ . , , , , r1 , . ' ,1 .  A  (  i r l i r l ( )guc  o l  Tex ts  and Authors '  JCS l6 '  1962 '  59-77 '

2 7  t t ' s  z t  I  t . )  K  . ) . l l { ( i r  r r  l o  l l .
2 8  J C s  . l t  I t - )  K  . J l l i ( r r  r r  7  r r n d  l J .
2 9  J t ' S  : t  I  t . )  k  . ' . l x ( ' r  n  l o  l l .  a n d  n o t c  t h e  p a r a l l e l  B t l R  N o .  2 4 :  2 2 .  a l s o  i b i d  N o  I  2 0 :

l J -  u l s r r , , , r r . r . r r r r n l ' t l r ,  r t r \ l t u r l r ( ) n  o l  l  s c h o l a r  i n  t h e  s e r i c : s  
" W h c n  t h e  I ) i v i n c r ' '
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l rcqucntly rcfcrrct l  to i ts "sccrels" (nisir lu. pir i i ful ,  n() tcsl imony to the ne('essity () l '

c l ivinc revelat ion as the method of access to the "sccrets" is extant for the

Mesop0tamian diviners and scholars such as one can find in Greco-Roman antiquity.

For example, a first century A.D. account of the search for knowledge of the universc

by the medical student Thessalos of Tral les is preserved in thc form of an

autobiographical letter forrning the preface to a treatise on astrological medicinc

attr ibuted to Nechcpso, the 26th Dynasty pharaoh who al legedly rcceived divine

rcvelation from Hermcs, an<l to whom the priest Petosiris addressed his astrological

*ork.-10 Here the desire for natural knowledge was not satist led by rat ional inquiry'

i .e.,  mcrcly by studying the treatisc on astrological rnedicine of Nechepso, but only

through direct communication with and revelat ion frorn the god of medicinc

Asc lep ius  h imsc l f .  And when Thessa los  rece  ived  h is  reve la t ion  o f  the

iatromathematical secrcts, the god instructcd him not to "rcveal 
[the secretl t() any

profane person who is a stranger to our art."3l The outward manifestat ion of

paral lel ism here in the proscript ion against outsidcrs to the discipl ine is not an

argument for interpreting the Assyrian and Babylonian evidcnce of the scholars in the

same way. The cautionary remark not to reveal secrets to the "one who does not

know," in the cuneiform texts is not in fact the same as that which refers to the

unknowing person as "Profane."

Access to the careers of scholars in the Neo-Babylonian period, who flourished

during the sixth century 8.C., is difficult, as a correspondence between them and the

chaldcan dynasts, comparable to that between Sargonid kings and their scholars.

apparcntly did not develop. Five Neo-Babylonian 
"letter orders," in this case from the

tcrnplc archive at Sippar,32 recort l  royal orders (three from Nabonidus3S and twtr

f r ,rrrr ( 'yrusl4) to give food and beer rat ions to Babylonian scholars (ummdnu) who

I} lrvc trccn scnt to the temple Ebabbar in Sippar in order'  as described in bui lding

irrscript ions relerr ing to the restoration of that temple, to f ind and excavate the old

30 A.  J .  Fes tug id re .  L 'exp6r icnce rc l ig ieuse du  r ldd ic in  Thcssa los .  Revue B ib l iquc  48 ,  1939,  '15

77.  Th is  tex t  has  been ana lyzed as  a  c lear  cxarnp le  o f  the  unders tand ing  o f  rnag ic  as  rc l ig ion  in

th is  per iod ,  evcn  as  a  necessary  rcp lacerncnt  o f  t rad i t iona l  temple  cu l ts .  see  J .Z .  Srn i th .  The

Tcrnp le  an t l  the  Mag ic ian ,  in :  J .  Jervc l l  -  W.A.  Meeks  (Eds . ) ,  God 's  Chr is t  and H is  Peop le :

S tud ies  in  Honour  o f  N i l s  A ls t rup  Dah l ,  Os lo  -  Bergen -  Tromsd 19 '17 ,  233-247,  and A.F  Sega l ,

t le l len is t i c  Mag ic :  Some Quest ions  o f  Def in i t ion '  in :  R .  van  den Broek  -  M J  Vcrmaseren (Eds  ) '

s tud ies  in  Gnost ic ism and He l lcn is t i c  Re l ig ion  Presented  to  G i l les  Qu ispe l  on  thc  occas ion  o f

H is  65 th  B i r thday ,  Lc iden l9 t l l ,  311-312.
3l ,1.-1. F-estugidre, L'expdrience' 67 apud W Eanton, Science and the Secrcts of Nature: Books

of Secrets in Medieval and Early Modern Culture' Princeton 199'1' 20'

-12  F .n t t t  thc  Ebabbu temple ,  c i t cd  by  P.  A  Beau l ieu .  YNER 10.  8  A lso  W W Hal lo '  Thc  Nco-

su tner ian  Le t te rOrders ,  B io r  26 .1969.  l7 l -176.  an t l  A .L .  Oppcnhe i rn ,  rcv iew o fF igu l la '  UET lv

i n  J C S  4 .  1 9 4 9 .  1 9 5 .
33  Nbn 56  (sccont l  ycar  o f  Nbn) .  .107.  anc l  409 (ho th  tcn th  year ) .  sce  P. -A .  Beau l ieu ,  YNF.R 10.

7 . 1 1 .
14  Cvr  l0 l  and ( 'T  55  l2 l



foundations.-15 
' l ' i t led solely 

"scribe" (DUB SAR/tupiarru') '  l ike his Neo-Assyrtan

counterparts, one Nab0-zer-l iSir functioned as a royal scholar through the reigns of

Nerigl issar to the cighth year of Nabonii lus'36 Beaulicu' with Joannds' view this

scholar as an umntAna, whosc training' evidenccd in the orthography of the texts

wr i t tenbyh im,se lec tedh imforwork ino ld inscr ip t ions fbund in thecxcavat ionsof

rheb l tak l tua tAgadecont luc tedbyNabon idus '3TFur therev idenceofNabon idus '

dependenceuponscholars,assemblingthembeforetherestorationofsacredbuildings

to supervisc excavation,38 or to perform other tasks in accordance with tradition'39

gives the impression that the scholars' workplace was not the palace but the lztl

I t i l |n l |n l1 'A l thoughtheconncc t ionof theNco 'B i rby lon ianscr ibes to te r r rp lcandcu l t

i sev ident , tex ts f romtherc ignofNabon idusare lack ingwhichat tes t tc l thescho l i r rs ,

deal ings with celestial divination' and so the t i t le t 'EAE is not found' 
' Ihc often

quoted inscriptron concerning the "request of Sin" in the form of a celestial ornen

apcrdosis fbr consecratio n of an ent'priestess at Ur40 reflects the desire of Nabonidus

to  ver i f y  ce les t ia l  s igns  by  means o l 'ex t i sp icy '4  I  Bu t  here  no  scho lars  a re

ment ioned.Theresu l to f theeva lua t ionofbo thce les t ia land l i verd iv ina t ionwasthe

consecration of Nabonidus, daughter as priestess at Ur and a reorganization of the

cult,42 suggesting at least an intersection of the two domains of divinatory science

and cultic matters in this period'

In theAchaemenidper iod 'ev idencefor themi l ieuo f the t 'EAEisexceed ing ly

l i m i t c d . L e t t e r o r d e r s o f t h e p e r i o d c o n c e r n i n g t h e i n t e r c a l a t i o n o f m o n t h s p o i n t

towa ld theassoc ia t lonof thescho lar -sc r ibes ,suchas theka l f i ' . l amenta t ions inger , ' '

*r , i*" tcmple.43 Colophons of late Babylonian copies of EAE indicate that a

scribe writing celestial omen texts could be part of the temple personnel, e'g'' the

Urukian scribe LabaSi-Marduk' whose t i t le was marLtiangtdEa' 
"priest of Ea'"44

T h e j o b o f c e l e s t i a l d i v i n e r a S r o y a l c o u n s e l l o r a s i n t h e s a r g o n i d c o n t e x t , a n d t h e

practical application of the celestial omen compendium EAE' which had locussed

tradit ional ly upon the king, is no longer attested With the appearance of

mathematicar astr.nornical tcxts in the Scleucid period, the use of the terrn r 'EAE

Scril 'ntl St'holars: 
'I'he tupiur Eninn Anu Enlil 365

l 9  8 . g . ,  t h .  l a s l t t ' t t t l t f  t r l  i r  l r i t r ' r rs  rn  lo rn tc r  t imcs  ( t i rn l r  l ( tb i r immdl '  P  -A  Beau l icu '  ib id  '  9

10 .7 .  inscr ip t ion  5 :  12- -17 .  wh ich  re f 'e rs  to  
"many w isc  scr ibes

t l t l l l t J t l  S A R  r t t ' a r t  u  t i  e n ' q u  i ' t u  u - i i b E  r n u - u r n - m u 1 '

: r r r r l  l ;  Jor t t t rcs '  L In  l c t t re  neo-baby lon ien '  N  A B U l988 '  55

35 S" .  P .  A .  Ueau l icu  YNLR

*ho dwc l l  in  th ( '  l c t l l l l c  r t r i l ( l c l r l y
3 6  P .  R .  B c a u l i c u ,  i h i t l  '  l ' l l '

apud Beaulicu
3 7  p . - A .  B c a u l i c u .  i l r r r l  ,  l . l - '

3 8  P . - n .  B e a r t l i c r t  r l r r r l  /  l  '

c o l .  i i  l .- - 4 0  
y , r t  1 . 1 5 .  s c r ' t ' t t  t t . r 1 r t r .  A o A f  ' + / l '  z y l i n d e r l l l

4 l  S" "  th .  t l t s .  t t . . t " r r  r r t  l r  l {e  tnc t '  As t ra l  Mag ic '  76-77 '

a 2  y 1 ; s  r . l \  i . l  r r  l i ' i  \ \ .  \ c c  P  A  B e a u l i e u ,  Y N E R  l 0 '  l - l l

a f  r , *  t , ) S  I  1  , , r ,  \  l ' : r t p o l a ' L A S l l , p  5 0 5 ' A p p c n d i x Q 6 l

44  .1 .1 , , ,  . ,  . l x .  \ \  r , r r r .  , , ,  , , , . , ,1u f i . , " ' ,  (u l  qa t i )  copy  o f  EAI ! ,  LKU I  l7  rcv .  2 f . .  see  H Hunge r

A O A I  . )  N , '  H '



l ( r ( r F. Rochberg,

occurs prirnari ly in the colophons of ephernerides, but was not attached to every

scribc who wrotc or possessed astronomical texts.

Sclcucid copies of EAE are extant, but one can only infer from this the continued

copying <tt EAE by scholars spccial izing in celestial divination. what purpose was

scrved by the continued transmission of EAE is unknown, since soulces attest

rncrely to the preservation of the EAE lext, not to its use. It appears, howevcr, that

the EAE text was still not in any way exclusive to scribes designated as /.EAE. For

cxample, in the late fou(h century,45 the Urukian scribe Iqi5i, son of I5tar-5urna-ereS

(not the same man as in the Sargonid letters), was an Ai ip& "incantation sayer," or
"exorcist," whosc personal "Fachbibl iothek" was excavatcd during thc 27th, 29th and

30th carnpaigns at Uruk.46 Thrrr l ibrary c()nsisrcd of omcns. both celestial (EAE and

ter res t r ia l  ( . iumnra  a lu ,  iunrnra  iz .bu ,  med ica l  d iagnos t ic ) '  cornmentar ies ,

incantations, lexical tablets (vocabularies and synonym l ists, e.g., Ub IX' Erimlu5

V) and astronomical texts, including an ephemeris computed by a "System A"

scheme.47 lqi56 was also the scribe of two tablets coordinating dates (months and

days),48 "regions" of zodiacal signs (qaqqar MUL...), and magic'49 IqiS6's profession

was aiipu, yet he read, copied, and owned tablcts of astronomical and astrological

content.50 In the colophon of another astrological text copied by him, he is further

itlcntified as Erib btti (LUJIU f1 deru u Antu "enterer of the temple of Anu and

Antu."51 The evidence of any exclusivity of this body of knowledge to only one

scribal profession is lacking, as is the title r.EAE itself.

Similar cvidence can be found from colophons of texts copied by a number of

Sclcucid Urukian l i t terat i ,  which show that while they held the professional t i t les

kulfi or iiipu, thcir scribal work entailed the copying of texts of diverse content. 
'fhe

' l \  
t ) i r t c ( l  co lophons p lace  l< ; iS i  dur ing  the  re ign  o f  Ph i l ipp  Ar rh idaeus ,  be twcen 323 and 316

l J  ( '
' l ( '  

l t , , r  , r  l i s l  ( ) f  t cx ts  and the  i r jen t i f i ca t ion  o f  lq iSA 's  l ib ra ry ,  see  E.  von Weiher ,  UVI I  29130 '
i ) ( r l l  ,  rnd  Sp i t l  I l  Scc  l l so  W.  F 'a rber ,  Neues aus  Uruk :  Zur  B ib l io thek  des  lq i i i ,  WO 18 '  1987 '

- ) ( r . l l
' l l  

l t ' . .phcn,c r is  i s  pub l i she t l  in  I '1 .  t lungcr ,  Sp: i tbaby lon ische Tcx te  aus  Uruk  I ,  t le r l in  1976 '

Nrt ()l l

48  S.c  O.  Ncugcbauer  -  A .J .  Sachs ,  The "Dodekatemor ia"  in  Baby lon ian  As t ro logy ,  A fO 16,

I 9 5 2 - 1 9 5 1 .  6 5  6 6 .
4 9  B R M  4  l 9  a n d  2 0  ( c o l o p h o n  i n  H .  H u n g c r ,  A O A T  2 ,  N o .  l l 8 ) ,  s c e  A .  U n g n a d ,

Besprechungskunst  und As t ro log ie  in  t laby lon ien ,  A fO 14,  l94 l -1944,251-28 '1 .  and no te  the

rnorc  comple te  dup l i ca te  STT 300.  Er ica  Re iner  d iscusses  one o f  ihe  tex t ' s  mag ica l  ac ts ,

assoc ia ted  w i th  a  love  charm(?) ,  na lne ly ,  SAL iu t lbubu,  l i t c ra l l y  
" to  rnakc  a  wontan  t t l k " '  in

"Nocturna l  ' ta lk , "  
in :  T .  Abusch -  J .  Huehnergard  P.  S tc i t rke l l c r  (Eds  ) '  L inger ing  Over  Words :

Stud ics  in  Anc ien t  Near  Eas tern  L i te ra tu re  in  Honor  o f  Wi l l ia rn  L .  Moran,  A t lan ta  1990.  421-124.
50  l lo*  , "p r " . .n ta t i ve  thc  f ind  o f  a  sc r ibe 's  own tab le t  co l lec t ion  is ,  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  judgc .

Another  smal l  co l lec t ion  o f  tab le ts  in  a  p r iva te  res idencc  a t  Uruk  is  ten ta t i ve ly  idcn t i f ied ,  on  the

bas is  o f  the  co lophons,  as  be long ing  to  the  scr ibe  Anu- iksur .  Sce J  Schmid t ,  XXVI .  und XXVI I

vor l : iu f iger  Ber ich t  i jbc r . . .  Uruk-Warka  196 l , i  1969.  I le r l in  1972,  w i th  a  cont r ibu t ion  on  the  tcx ts

by_H Hunger ,79-87.  lq i5 i ' s  co lophons are  co l l cc tcd  in  H [ {ungcr '  W()  6 '  l97 l -1972,  164.
r l  H  Hung. , r ,  Sp : i tbaby lon isch t ' f cx lc  r t t s  ( l r r rk  l .  l l c r l in  l ( )7 ( r .  9 ' l  rcv  56



kalr i  Anu-uball i t ,52 for exantple' wrote the lamentation text TCL 6 54' thc

astrological procedurc'fCL 6 l l '  the copy of EAE -56 TCL 6 16' the mathematical

astronomical texts AC'l '702, a System B table for Saturn' and 
' fCL 6 27' a Mars

tab le .Thed j ipuAnu-a la -u iabs iwro teex t isp icy tab lc ts 'suchaStheTth tab le to f the

series bari)tu(/iruiru 
"intestines" omens) BRM 4 l3' the 48th tablet TCL 6 4' a copy

of the lexical text Erirnfu5 TCL 6 35' a catalogue ot EAE TCL 6 l5+' and the

astronomical rext ACT l0l,  a table of new rnoons'

1 'he in lp l i ca t ions t l f thc te rmt .EAEregard ing the l i te ra ryandSc ien t i f i cac t iv i t ies

of such scribes changed in the Hellenist ic period' when the term comes to be

: rssoc ia tedwi thscr ibeswl roproduccdmathetna t ica l i rs t r ( )no ln ica l tex ts (ourdated

c p h e r n c r i d c s i r r c a l l s e l c r t c i d ) H o w e v c r ' a s i n t h e N c o ' A s s y r i a n c t ' r r c s p o n d c n c e ' l l t e

ev idcncef romccr lophonsofse leuc idas t ronomica l tex ts ,aS i l lus t ra tcdabovc ,shows

that the scribes who either copicd or ownecl the tablets were not always dcsignated

t . E A E ' h u t w e r c s o m e l i l n c s i t t e n t i | e d b y t h e p r o f e s s i o n s k u / r i o r a s i p u . A n u - i r b a - u t e r .

f o r c x a m p l e , w a s s o m c t i n r e s i d e n t i f i e d ^ s a k a l f i , T h i s s c r i b e i s w e l l - k n o w n l . r o m

a s t r o n o m i c a l t e x t s ' a m ( ) n g w h i c h i s t h e J u p i t e r t a b l e A C T 6 0 0 ( w r i t t e n S , E . 1 l 8 ) i n

which first stations of Jupiter are computed according to System A' He also wrote

the mathematical text ' fCL 6 33, as well  as VAT 7815'53 an astrological text in

w h i c h l u n a r e c l i p s e o m e n s , z o d i a c a l s i g n s a n d a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h c i t i e s ' t e m p l e s .

stones, and plants are systcmatically related'54 This same scribe is referred to as

t . E A E o f U r u k i n a n o t h e r a s t r o n o m i c a l t e x t , A C T l 3 5 ( c o l o p h o n U ) , w h i c h d e a l s

with lunar ecl iPses'

A n u - a b a - u t € r ' s f a t h e r , A n u - b e l 5 u n u ' w a s a l s o a k a l l ' a s n o t e d i n t w o t a b l e t s

i d e n t i f i e d a s b e l o n g i n g r o h | m ( t u p p i P N ) b u t w r i t t e n b y h i s s o n ( A C T c o l o p h o n D

[=ACT 400] and corophon u [=ACT l35l).55 A rext of the kalf i  r i rual is also

associated with this scribe.56 A personal horoscope is extant which almost certainly

is to be identified as that of this same Anu-belsunu, father of Anu-aba-ut€r'57 The

horoscope records the solar and lunar positions on the date ofbirth giving degrees and

f tac t ionsofdcgreeswi th inzod iaca ls igns ,wh ichunc le rscores thec losec t lnnec t i t lno f

thc  as t ronomica l  and as t16 log icu l  s idcs  o l '  thc  Baby lon ian  s tudy  o f  heaven ly

Scr ruul Scholars:'fhe tupiar Eninru Anu Enlil 761

a: i t r ( ) r )o r l l y  and d iv ina t ion  is  ev ident  in  the  most

lcx(s ()f '  thc latc period, the Babylonian archive t l f

phcnomena.

The re la t ions l r iP  hc twcc t t

ex tens ive  c lass  o l '  as t r t tno t t l i c l t l

5 2  t c l L  o  5 ' 1  t c v  . ) /  l l r \ l l ' l t ' t t  l r r / r i  o l  A n u  
"

53  n .  * " tAu. r  ( i t . r t r r r r  l ) . r rs l r  l l t t t t l l cn  au f  Baby lon ischen Tonta te ln '  Wien 1967 '  '17

54 For  thc  A(  l  t . l , l r l r . r rs  " l  l l r r \  sc r ibc ,  see  ACT l '  pp  l6 -2{ ) '  co lophons D '  F '  H '  L '  P '  Q '

lJ ,Y , 7'c, 7r . uttl / tl
55  t i , ,  n , ' , ,  l x  l  t r r r r t  I  ,  " l "1 r l t ' t t s .  scc  ACT I '  pp  l6 -2 t ) '  co lophons D '  H '  L '  M '  Q '  R '  T '  U '  Y '

7 . , 7 . h .  / . ,  / , l . . t t l  / '  n  :  , , , 1 ,  / n r l- - ' i 6  
s . . , '  l (  l  ( , .1 ( ,  , ,1  l r r l  i tn t l  F  Thurcau- l )ang in '  R i tue ls  accat l iens '  Par is  l92 l '  40 f1

5 - /  s , ,  t '  \  l l r . r r r l r . r r  l j l { o c h b e r g ' T h e H o r o s c o p e o f A n u b l l i u n u ' J C I S ( i n p r e s s ) '



h'. Rot hberg

r ts l ro t to r t t i ca l  d ia r ics .58  A l though os tcns ib ly  no t  a t  a l l  as t ro log ica l ,  the  conncc t ion

lrctwccn thc diarics and divination is supported by internal evidence which rcveals

thal the compilers of the diaries had int imatc knowledge of thc astronomical

contcnts, the phcnomena of interest, and the languagc used to express these in the

onrcn series EAE.59 Nonetheless, thc designation t.EAE has not appeared in a diary

tcx t ,  bu t  co lophons in  d ia r ics  a rc  in  uny  casc  ra rc .  A  s ing le  p rosopograph ica l

conncction between the scribc of a mathematical astronomrcal text and a scribal namc

found in the colophon of a diary can bc mentioned. A diary of -321 (LBA'I 212 anrJ

21360) preservcs the scribal name Bel-apla-iddin, son o1' Muial l i rn-Bel, clescentlant of

Muiezibu. This sarne B-l-apla-iddin, son of Muial l inr-Bel, occurs in thc colophon ol '

ACT 816, a procedure text fbr Mercury, the provenance of which is Babylon, and in

ir text providing a quanti tat ivc model for Vcnus.6l

As to thc cmployment of the scholars who dealt with celestial scienccs, l iom

Achacmenid times onward, we may suppose that they werc no longcr employed by

the king, at least thcre is no evidence to this eff'ect. On the other hand, whether they
were al l  in the service of the major temples is also dif f icult  to pin down, although

the available evidence points in this direction. The scholars producing ephemerides

and procedure texts for which colophons remain appear to be working within the

temple inst i tut ion during the Seleucid period.62 In Babylon, scribal scholarship

seems to have been attached to the Marduk temple Esagila, and in Uruk to the Anu

temple, the so-called ReS sanctuary.63 Giuen this, the invocations to Bel and Beltija

in the Babylonian astronomical texts and horoscopes and to Anu and Antu in those

liorn Uruk are understandable.fl

As Brinkman has pointed out, however, there were private scribes in the first
rrr i f  fcnnium (no evidence, however, for t .EAEs) producing Babylonian chroniclcs
wlur werc not connected to the temple and who held no off icial t i t les.65 Why the
rr jr l ;rr 's <rrkrr l i? 's, who were also 1.EAEs, became functionaries of the temple rnay be

58 A J .  Sachs  I I .  t lunger ,  As t ronomica l  D ia r ics  and Re la tcd  Tex ts  f ro rn  Baby lon ia ,  3  vo ls . ,
V i c n n a  l 9 U l i -  I  9 9 6

59 A b , i " f  d iscuss ion  o f  th is  connect ton  was g iven in  rny  rev icw o f  Vo l .  I  o f  A .J .  Sachs  i l .
Hungcr ,  D ia r ies ,  in  JAOS l l0 ,  1991,  323-332.

6 0  A . J .  S r c h s  -  H .  t l u n g e r .  D i a r i e s  I , 2 2 8  N o .  - 3 2 1  r e v . 2 ? ' .
" '  J  P .  ts r i t ton  -  C .B.F .  Walker ,  A  Four th  Century  Mode l  fo r  Venus:  B .M.  33_552,  Centaurus

3 4 .  1 9 9 1 .  l l 0 - 1 1 2 .
62  S" "  , . y  a r t i c le  The Cu l tu ra l  Locus  o f  As t ronomy in  La te  Baby lon ia ,  in :  ILD.  Ga l tc r  (Ed. ) .

D ie  Ro l le  der  As t ronomie  in  den Ku l tu ren  Mesopotarn iens ,  Graz  1993 (Grazcr  Morgen ldnd ische
Stu_d icn  l ) ,  l l - .15 .

o- )  Scc  A.  Fa lkens te in ,  Topograph ie  von Uruk  I :  Uruk  zur  Se leuk idenze i t ,  Lc ipz ig  1941, .1 ;
E .SAG ACT ( 'o lophon H:  4  rnd  E.ZAC ib id . .  Co lophon V:  9

H The lnvocation is also attested to in an administrative text frorn Seleucid Uruk, NBC 8456,
see P. -A .  Beau l ieu ,  Tex tes  adrn in is t ra t i f s  indd i l s  d '6poque he l l€n is t iquc  provenant  des  arch ives  du
b i t  res .  RA 83.  1989.  79  Tex t  5 :  L

65 J  A .  B . ink^on,  Thc  ISabykrn ian  ( 'h ron ic lc  Rcv is i td ,  in ;  T .  Abusch -  J .  Huehnergard  -  p .

S tc inke l l c r  (Eds . ) ,  L ingcr ing  Ovcr  Worr ls .  75  w i th  n ( ) tc  l l .



Sc{ ; arul . \ t ' lui l t tr  s. I  l t t  t tr1t. |ur Eninru Anu Enli l

l i t : r l  to  thc i r  au thor i ty  in  mat te rs  o t  r i tu i r l . ( ' ( 'Wh i lc  ear l i c r ,  in  the  Neo-Assyr ian

pr:r iot l .  r is. i7;rr 's and /<ah1's served thc king, t l tc i tssociat ion of these functionaries with

l lrc tcrrrplc in this period is also attcstcd. sorne Nco Assyrian ka0's, arul possibly

i t ls. rr.r i ,rr 's, wcrc consecrate6 rnembcrs .f  thc tcnrplc.(r7 1tts5s Assyrian of ' f ic ials,

h.wcvcr dit l  n.r bcar rhc t i t l . ,  "priest" (LUStO = iang,A). P:rrp. la has argued that in

Nco-Assyrian, thc writ ing LUsRNGe tSro) = langit is rcserved tbr "priest" '  whi le

,,scribe,, is consistcntly wrirrcn LUpgg.s6p nr LUA.8A.68 It  should be noted that

in Seleucir i  texts, the dist inct ion bctween scribe and priest, both wri i ten LUSID, rcad

e i ther  SANGA ( . i r ]ngr?  "p r ics t " ) ,  r r r  UMBIS AC l tup iu r ru  
"sc r ihe" ) .  i s  o l ien  made in

translat ion by contcxt lnd can bc rnislcacl ing. According to a l ist of namcs { iorn late

Babylonian Uruk,69 cxorcists werc cl lssif icd as Crib lr t t i  "enterers of the tclnple

(Eanna). ' ,  Among thc exorcists l isted in this tcxt,  Ekur-zakir and Hunz0 both appear

in the colophons ol astronomical and astrological texts as ancestors of scribes'7o

Ekur-zakir is also fbund with the l i t le t .EAE in a mathernatical text Tl But the

rclat ionship to the cult  of such exorcists who also engaged in astronomical act ivi ty

is not at all clcar, as the class arib bfti was rather broad, encompassing any member

of the temple personnel who had access to areas of the temple that were closed to

others. By itself, the lerm Erib blti carrtes no special sacred status, hence the English

word ' ,pr iest,, ,  as Brinkman pointed out,72 implies much more than does the

designation arib biti.

In the Arsacid period, the continued patronage of the astronomer scribes by the

Marduk temple Esagila, specif ical ly, an "assembly" of the Esagila governed by a

iatammu is clear.73 Only a few extant documents attest to the employment of

t.EAEs wirhin the inst i tut ion of the Arsacid Babylonian Esagila temple of Babylon'

. l .hey are Pinches, BOR 4 132, CT 49 l44,CT 44 186, and AB 247, publ ished by

369

66 F. Thureau-Dangin, Rituels accadiens' l-59 for the tali? ritual

67  S.e  G.uun Dr ie l ,  The Cu l t  o f  Assur '  Assen 1969,  180- l8 l '
68  s .  purpu lu ,  LAS I I ,  pp .  3 lg -120.  conr r i l cn ta ry  to  LAS :109,  a  le t te r  o f  Akku lanu.  l t  may a lso

be wor th  no t ing  tha t  in  O ld  l laby lon ian ,  S I I I  ha , j  the  read ing  unrn ianu,  see MSL l3  25 :255 See

a l s o t h e r e n r a r k s o f t l ' t - a n r l s b e r g e r ' B l i c f d c s B i s c h r l f s v o n E s a g i l a a n K o n i g A s a r h a d d o n .

Arns tc rdarn  1965,  14-15  and no l t  l {
6 9  V S  x V  I ,  s e c  W . C i  l . a r l r h c r l ,  J (  S  l  l  l 9 5 7 '

w e r e  c o u n t e d  a l l l o n g  a  l ( ) l a l  ( ) l  l l  e n t c t c r s  o f

10 ,  Appcnd ix  2 ,  co l .  i  l -8 '  whcre  thc  d5 ipa 's

t h e  t c n l p l c ,  s e e  c o l .  i i  l 2  P A P  2 I  K A M I

LO,TU.E-MES.
7 0  T h e  f a l r r l l y . l  l r k r r r  r a l r r . r t r r r s  i .  t h c  l s t r o l . g i c . l  t e x t s  T C L  6  l t l  a n d  1 9 ,  a n d  i n  A C T

co lophons R,  l l .  J .  I . r r r  l v ' I .  N .  V .  W Y.  and Z  The fami ly  o f  I - lunz0 is  ment ioned in  the

a s t r o n o r n i c a l  l c x t  | (  1 .  ( r  I  I  r r t r t l  I n  t h c  r c c i p r o c a l  t a b l c  T C L  6  3 l  L a m b e r t  n o t e d  t h e

idCnt i l i ca t i ( ) i l  o l  l l r r r rz r r ' s  \ ( )n  r i l  l  ( ) lh  ccn tury  boundary  s tone,  g iY ing  h is  t i ( lCS as  
" tc l r?  p r ies t  o f

t l ruk .  c r r l t r r ' r  ( ,1  l l !  l ( r t r l ) l (  o l  Nrna.  p r ies t  ( jdn8 ' )  o f  Usur -anrd tsa '  and scr ibe  o f  Eanna. ' '  see

A n _ a c s l o r s ,  A u ( l t l t s  ; t t t r l  (  r t t t o t t i L i t y .  J C S  l l .  1 9 5 7 '  4  a n d  n o t c  l 7

"  l ( 1 . ( '  l 5
/ l  1 1 , , , , ! , , r , . , , r ' .  r e  r  t c w  o f  G . J . P .  M c E w a n '  P r i c s t  a n d  T e r n p l e  i n  H e l l e n i s t i c  B a b y l o n i a '

w r . s l r : r r L  r r  l ( ) l i  l  (  l ; A (  ) s  - 1 )  i n  J C S  3 5 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  2 1 2 .
/ I  s , ,  t <  |  r r r n  t l c r  S p c k ,  T h e  B a b y l o n i a n  T e n l p l e  d u r i n g  t h c  M a c c d o n i a n  a n d  P a r t h i a n

I  r , ' r u r r , r l r , n  I t r (  ) r  l l ,  1 9 8 5 .  5 5 5 .
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McEwan in  l raq  43 ,  lg8 l ,  l l 9 - l4 l  .1a  c ' f  49  144 in  par t i cu la r  concerns  d i rec t

tc tnp le  \upP( ) r t  r r I  as l r r rno tncrs  ea l le t l  r 'EAC Th is  document  represents  lhc  s i lua l ion

of the Babylonian temple ca l lg B'C',  roughly f i f ty years bcfore the last extant

as t ronomica l  d ia ry  (S '8 .  251,  o r  6 l  B  C ) '  I t  i s  a  p ro toco l  f rom a  scss ion  o l ' thc

temple assembly recording the <Jecision of the asscmbly and thc iatannru to lrrtnslcr

the support (si lver and arable land75) of one t 'EAE to anothcr'  who laid clairn to i t '

Sincc the part ies in question are named' the document furnishes sorne good

proscrpograph ica lda taonmemberso f the la teBaby lon ian l i t t c ra t i 'Fur thcr , th iscour t

p r o t o c o l s h o w s t h a t t h e v a r i c t y o f a s t r o n o m i v a l a c t i v i t i c s o f t h c E A E s c r i b e s e a c h

r e p r c s e n t e d s e p a r a t e l y i n a s t r o n c l n r i v a l t e X t s t o g e t h e r c o n S t i t u t e t h e p r o l e s s i o n a l

rcsponsibi l i t ies of these scholars'
-I 'his document has already been the fbcus of somc discussinn.T6 

' Ihe original

cdit ion, by G.J.P. McEwan in Priest and Temple in Hellcnist ic Babylonia7T was

rev icwed by  W.  von So<Jen,78  RJ '  van  der  Spck '79  and J 'A  Br inkman '8o  who

ol ' fere<lcorrcct ionstoMcEwan,stext ' l thasfurtherbeensuggestedthatthestipulatcd

tasks of the astronomers enumerated in l ines 23-24 refer to specif ic types of

astronomical texts which the scribes are contracted to provide.8l A modern

classification ofastronomical texts, based on scribal rubrics written at the conclusion

of the various texts, was made by A. Sachs in 1948.82 The classification reflected in

thescr iba l rubr ics ind ica tes tha td i f fe ren tsor tso f tex tswereproducedbyd i f |e ren t

S o r t s o f a s t r o n o m i c a l a c t i v i t y . S o m e w e r e o b s e r v a t i o n a l a n d n o n - t a b u l a r

( "as t ronomica ld ia r ies" ) ' somecomputa t iona landtabu lar ( "ACT" tab les) 'andsome

requ i red theuseofobserva t iona | recordswhi lenotbe ingobserva t iona l thcmse lves

("almanacs, normal star almanacs, goal-year texts")-

In thecnumera t ionof thespcc i f i cScr iba ldu t ies fo rwh ich the I .EAEish i red , the

A r s a c i d t e m p l c p r o t o c o l u t i l i z - e s t e r m s w h i c h m a y b e i < t e n t i f i e d w i t h a n u m b e r o f

astrontrrnical text rubrics. Lines 23-24 of the tcxt make mention of the regular

"trbscrval ion" (nasaru) famil iar from the rubrics of the astronomical diaries' as well

:rs t l rc "/{ ' r . tal l t  tahlets ancl alrnanacs,"( lM ter-se-e-tt i  ' "nr 'e-f iMES)' tertr ls also known

74 Scc  the  d iscuss ion  in  R.J .  van  dcr  Spek '  ib id  '  547-554 The le t te rs  C]  '19  189 and 192

conta in  re l t rences  to  the  t i t le  t  l 'AE,  bu t  in  h roken contex t '. - ) i  

l ,  i " .  tne  Neo-essyr ian  pcr iod ,  in  I -AS I14 ,  rhe  ch ic f  haruspex  Marduk-5unru-usur  i r  g iv t -n

landed proPcrtY as suppofl
/b  See Oe lsner 's  rev iew o l  t lT  49  in  Z t \  6 l '  197 ' l '  159-170 '  fo r  tex t  144 sce  p  l68

77 Publi.h.,l as FAOS '1, Wicsbaden l98l
18  z t  

- t  
t  ,  l9 t t  l .  294-295

7 o  B i o t  { 2 .  t q E 5 . 5 ' 1 1  5 6 2
8o lcs  l : .  1983.  229 2 '11
Sl  S" "  e . l .  Sachs  -  H  l lungcr .  l ) ia r i cs  l '  l n t roduc t ion '  l l -12 '  and my ar t i c le  The Cu l lu ra l  l ' r r t t rs

o f  As t ronotny  in  La te  B lbykr r r ia .  in :  H . l ) .  Ga l te r  ( t r l  ) ,  D ie  Ro l le  dcr  As t ronomie  in  t l cn  K t t l l t t t t t t

M e s o p 0 ( a m i c n s , ' 1 0 - ' 1 2' i I 'O t -  
t " . t . .  A  C. lass i l i c r l ion . l  thc  l lahy lon iun  As t ronorn ica l  Tab le ts  o f  the  Sc leuc i t l  l ' t t t , r l

J C c  2 .  1 9 . 1 8 .  ) 7 1  l ( ) 0
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f io r r r lhc rubr icso fmalhernat ica lephcmer ides i rnd , ,a lman i lcs . ' ' accord ing toSachs '

classification. It appcars fiom this that in this period at least' the r'll4E was engaged

in astronomical observation for the purpose of writ ing diaries,S3 preparing tables

;;; ; ; ; t t ;"s),84 and'.r^king the dcrivative texts we rcfer to as "almanacs"

(nrei!i).85 These tcxt typcs represent the full range of astronomy in the late period'

i .e . .  observation, mathematical computation and "non-rnathematical" obtaining of

sornc phcnomena in the form of "alnlanltcs "

Ctrlophons of the scribes named as t EAE'sin the protocols CT 49 144 and BOR

4 , s h < l w a s i m i l a r i n t e l l e c t u a l p r o f i l e a s i s e v i d c n c e d f t r r t h c N e o - A s s y r i a n s c r l b e s ,

i .c.,  thcy wrotc tcxts of t l iverse cl iscipl ines' e'g" astronorlry'  t l iv ination' and l i terary

tcxts. BCI-aba usur, for cxarnple' is known fronl thc colophon of ACT 23 (new

noons Systetn A) and l22 (new moons systcm B)'  both cal led 
"tsrsZlu of Kidinnu"'

and ACT l23a (new an<J ful l  moons Systcm B) I t t i -Marduk-balatu copicd

MUL.APIN,IJ6 while his son, Bel-albe-usur copied Tablet X of Gilgamesh,ST and

h iso thersonNab0-muSet iq -udd icop iedEn i l 'n ( lE l i i ' 88 Idd in -b€ l ' sonofM: i lduk-

i ipik-zOri inscribed t iom a wax tablet ACT 8l l '  a proceclure text for the outer

planets.sg These scribes are also found in "atypical" astronomical texts dealing with

both lunar and planetary theory'g0 In the astronomical diary ol -321 cited above (p'

368) , theMu5ez ibuwno isances toro f thescr ibeBe l -ap la - idd in , i sprobab ly thesame

ancestor of the scribal tamily refenecl to in the Esagila temple record BOR 4 132'

The astronomical activities of temple scribes and the production of certain types

of tex ts ,espec ia l l y theomensofEAE'ared i f f i cu l t tounders tand in func t iona l te rms

in the context of temple l i fc '  at least i f  we assume a necessary functional

relationship. Was astronomy needed for the proper perfofinance of ce-rtain rites and

ce lebra t ionswhichwere tooccuroncer ta indatesora tacena in t imeofday?Wasthe

se lec t ion0faprop i t lousmomentbasedonce les t ia lomcnsacons idera t ion 'even i f i t

- f f i g i n ? . i a T A . I T l . x M U ' y ' K A M E N T l L I T l . z M U ' y . K A M

"rcsular watch which covets a pcriod from month x t ' f V""' V to the cnd of nlonth z of year y "

See-A.J .  Sachs  -  H  Hunger '  D ia r ies  I '  l l  
5a  t rans la tes

84 See ACT f ,  pp  rz  i i  and  co lophons to  ACT lZ la  and l22  CAl )  s  v  ruesutz

te rse lu  l \ s  
"con lpu tcd  tab lcs" '  f rom BOR 4  132:  24  

, ."'si';i;,";;;'r,,," s"uyr"" i;""]nf '"1"1 ::q"i,il :1.-.yi;:X,L1;:l Y'lYi",,Xlinjj i1"*".
;'i1"":i:':i:::;l',;J:n"'""Jllli;'::Jl"J';l:').:i',,1"i',;;';; 

aru'"n"" horn uruk were rabeile'�l

s i r n p l y  n c i h i  j a  M U . . . ' i , . " o r u . " u ' . n , . 0 f  y c a r  s u c h - a n d l s u c h . "  S e e  A . J  S a c h s '  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n '

279.  C i .J  P  McEwan '  FAOS 4 '  20  no(c  68  rcad rne i - l t r 'MES'  bu t  n l i sun t le rs tood i t  to  bc  thc

lcxcr r te  rz i - i fa  
" ru ' t 'nou ' ' i i tn t " t * 'n "n  i "  rhe  skY"  c i t in ;  CAD s  v  n i ' i l - lu  A  (where  the  passage

in  ques t ion  is  cor rcc t l y  no t  ine  lu t l c r l )  A l lw  l l -19b rca( ls  lM le rs t l r  ' l ' i " t r .

Eb  see H.  t lungcr  l ) '  l ' i ngrc t "  N l t l l '  A I ' lN :  An As t rononr ica l  Cot r tpend ium in  Cune i fo r l r '  Horn

1 9 8 9  ( A f O  B e i h c f l  2 4 )  s t t t t t t t  K  p  I ) l

87  H Hungt t ,  A( )A l  l  Nr t  l ' l l J

8 8  t t  t l u n g t t  A ( ) A l  ' l  N r '  t l 2

8 9  s . "  " 1 r , ,  A (  l  |  1 r  l . l .  l c r t  l 0 7 c a .  c o l o p h o n  Z T b  
J C S  2 1 ,  1 9 6 7 ,

9( )  ( )  N" . , }1 . '1 , . . . , . . ,  n  J  s "chs '  SOn}o  Atyp ica l  As t r ( }no ln ica l  Cunc i fo rn t  Tex ts  I '  .

202  I i  r r  l r  r r1 r1r ' r  t  ' l g t  l  - l  rnd  p  208 
' l ' ex t  

F  rcv .  8 "  and idcrn '  JCS 22 1968 '  g2 f f  Tcx t  K
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w a s n o l o n g c r o n d e m a n t l f r o m t h e k i n g ? I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o i m a g i n e w h a t r e l e v a n c e t h c

content of EAE omen apodoses could have had for Babylonians in Hellenist lc

Babylonian society, part icularly inasmuch as no evidence that the olnens wcre

consulted survivcs l ' rom this period

But perhaps the relationship between the scholars and the tcmple need not be

understood in a utilitarian way, at least with rcspect to the cult. Thcre is no evidence

that the scholars were ln fact 
"priests" '  with our connotations of hol iness and

m e d i a t i O n b e t w e c n s a c r e < l a n d p . u f u n . . C e l e s t i a l d i v i n a t i o n c o n s t i t u t e d a b o d y o f

knowledge conceived ol as "divine"'  in the sense that the gods both produccd thc

signs in naturc ancl the scribes attributcd 
"authorship" rtti EAE to the god Ea'

But therc seems to t l tc to be a widc gap not bridged by the avai lable evidence

b e t w c e n t h e p r a c t i c c o f s c h o l i r r l y r l i v i n a t i o n ( i r n c l a s t r o n o m y ) a n d t h a t o f r e l i g i o n

i t s e l f . I f t h e t c m p l e b e c a m e t h e p r e s e r v e o f c u n e i f o r m s c h o l a r s h i p ' i t c a n b e t h a t

much of the work of transcribing and preserving of texts had no cult ic appl icat ion'

but simply continued because i t  belonged rolhe"tradi lum" as a whole' We do not

know how or if the celestial omen compendium EAE was still used. It may simply

havebeenpreservedbecause i twasacent ra lpar to f thescho lar .sc r ibes ' t rad i t ion .

R e g a r d l e s s o f t h e w a y a s t r o n o m y f u n c t i o n e d w i t h i n t h e t e m p l e i n s t l t u t l o n '

association with the ,"*0," *uS' without cloubt the key to the survival of Babylonian

as t ronomyandce les t ia ld iv ina t ion forsomanycentur iesa f te r i thadbecomede lunc t

in the political sphere' As a further consequence' the maintenance of Babylonian

astronomy and celestial divination by the temple scholars made possible i ts

transmission to Greeks, interested, as it is put in one Greek horoscope, in the sctence

of "ancient wise men' that is the Chaldeans'"9 
I Indecd' the astronomical and

as t ro log ica lsc icncesofMesopotamiancu l tu represerved inHe l lcn is t i candArsac id

t imesweretransmittedandbecomefbuntlat ionalforGreekandlaterlndianaswellas

Arabic celestial sciences'

9 l  Hnro . .oP.  No '  l l?C co l  i  l

Ph i ladc lph ia  1959 (Memoi rs  o f  thc

scc  O.  Neugcbaucr  H B van

Amcr ican Ph i losoPh ica l  Soc ie ty

Hoescn '  Grcck  l lo roscopts

4 l J ) . , 1 2 .
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APPend ix

l lccausc no publishcd translat ions of CT 49 144 rcf lect an understanding of thc

ac t iv i t i cs t l | t l r c l . ! -AE"s in te rmsof thevar ious tex ts theywerecmployedtoproduce '

" t.un*tit".ari,,n ancl translation are offered again here'

cT 49 144

obv.

i [... jaran(LilsA.rAM)-E.sAo 9]l- ] ..
z lul'LUBabiti(E.t<I)M;s; '--t'(r-0um11id E SAG'GII- rN

I l i lnt 'nti l-ku'i u iq-'bu-i um-ma ina ITI AB LJD I5'KAM

4 MU. l .ME'29 'KAM i l t i i - iMu l 'ME'<1> '33 KAM tMtob's i t ' t i

5 ina kn-re-e-nu ni-il-ta-kan ld I ma-rut

6 knspu(KU seesRRt manittulSlD-tril sa Babili(E Kl) tt zaru (SE'NUMUN)

i d td B e I - aba- u5rr( EN'AD'S ES)

1 tupiaflLuoue'sAnl Enama Anu EnjiI(TJDAN'dEN'L1L'LA) apli(A) id

ld B a I -, i ̂ onn'(EN'SIPA-nrcn 
-nu)

8 tupiar(Luoue siRl Enuma Anu Enlil(lJD'AN'dEN'LiL'LL) id ana mub-hi

o

l 0
l l

l 2
T J

l 4

l )

l 6

l 1

l rJ

n*-Jar i6 ta-sar

i kult - Iul a- n (1 rd N ab a -.ap ln - u s. u 4 AG A -s gs t ta tit Lucet-n)

1, p s o 4LU otJJ';;; ;; t'- A n u E n t i t (LrD' AN' dEN' L iL' L A)

aplu(A) itildN abfi-muieli'(AG DIB ) - ucUu nu-ut-te'7t-z'u

u en-na o-ga-ordBclurrr(;N'SEs) i il lupia4LuDuB'sAR) Enuma Anu

Enli/( U D. AN.'leN' Li t- 'LR t

aplu(A) ititdkel-aba'u'5uXeN'eo'Sg S) id ina pani(IGl) riaf-ri 'iftal-ku

"* ti U, u-ul-te-me-i-da-na-a-irt id ma-rla- na-sar

tltt-' stt r' mn-r s u' - rt I o - n i - n i J pt1 - an

n i -' l t('!) - t tr nn(?) r'id(?l ma' la <<mt>> na- s a' n

i ti r n a- s a r- lma - s ul- i u n i- ik - t ol - du ana mub- bi 
ld N ab n - ap kt -

rrsur{AG'A SES)

iti irrtt pani(lGl'ni) iat-niri zera(SE'NUMUN).r)(!) | ma-rw

kaspu(KU'B AB B AR) kur untmata(SUK HI'A )

iti td Ba l_abe_u.:rxeN.anigs).a,v airi(t-u.AD)-itli i(ild Bat'

uru{EN'SES)- 'r ' r l l

l? ,'uarifruu -u-tinrl) ri'ttuti itt.ri i,tt lttt-tti'ii u un'tl[a(?)-a{!)-raq(])]

20 ana tar-siff'nnSf rr<i'l ltt8"1 ',t'"4951'SeS)-'fr'i iuati(Ml|-a-tirn) iri iita(TA)

l ib  h i  t t r  tLrnul( t ' ! )
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2l ina ptini(lGl-ni)'nr ilt I mn-na kaspu(Ku'BABBAR) rutniitu(SlD-tri) iti

B Ab it i (E'Kl)'� zt rd(sE'NLTMLtN)

22 iti itta pani(lGl) iat'ri ir:tu(TA) 'iari(MU)-ru-'ru

23 islu(TA) ft4.Ip(KU'BABBAR) i' bi'sib-ti-ni ni-itt'rw-un-tlin-rura-i{t iu tw

.vr
24 i-na-sarlMter-se-e'tit u nrei-!rMES i-mm-din it-lti

,, irzrrrsitNu. u R) | M u' ra- an u td M a rduk' i apt't 1'rt(S u'DUB'SE'NU M)

a P l l t l t A  I M E S I t

26 idtdBal-bul l is.ru(EN DIN-su )tdBel 'obbe-u'ru{EN'SES'MES 
SES) tdNobi ' '

mui. tiq(Ac'DlB)- ul'k\i apll'([A'MEiS I

2'7 idlltti-Marduk-Dclall(Kl'dS[t otN) n it'<ri>

tuPittri(LlJ tJM BISAG MES r

Enuma Anu EnIil(lJD'AN dEN'LIL'LA)

28 id-nu-(t'tu4

Translation

1 [On.. '(=date) " ' theiatammuoff icialof(theternple)Esagila]

2 [and] the Babylonians of the administrative assembly of Esagila

together

3 took council and said the following: 
''On the 15th of Tebetu'

4-5 ye^r 129 (A'E'), which is year 193 (S'E')' we had drawn up a

memorandum concerning our common property' (namely) that one mlna

6 of silver in the rate of exchange of Babylon' as well as the arable land of

Bel-aba-usur'

7 the Enuma Anu Enlit scribe' son of B€l-rimannu'

8-9 rhe Enuma Anu Enlilscribe' which he (Bel-aba-usur) enjoyed (as support)

lor carrying out celest ial obscrvation'

9-10 we had assigned to Nab0-apla-usur'  tdln-priestand Enima Anu Enli l

scribe, son of NabO-muietiq-uddi'

I I Now, however, B€l-usur5u' the Enunut Anu Enlil scrlbe'

12 son of Bdl-aba-usur who was mcntioned bcfore' having come

r j_ l 4 befbre all of us (i.e., appearecl in court), persuaded(?) us that he is able to

make all the astronomical observations We

l5_16 have secn that he is capable of carrying out the activi ty of keeping watch

(of celestial phenomena) to its fullest cxtent' and we have approachcd

Nab0-aPla-usur

lT wlro was lnentioncd bcfore' (to the eff-ect) that the arable land and thc onc

mina srlver, (which was) the support ratton

1 8 - l g o f t h e s a i d t s 0 l - a b a - u s u r ' t a t h e r I o f l t h i s I B e l - u s u r i u ] ' h e ( N a b 0 - a p l a - u s u r )

wil l  release bel irre us ancl wi l l  cle[ar (of 3ny claim) l
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(

Regarding('?) this Bel-usuriu who brought thc clait tr

before us concerning the onc mina ot 'si lvcr in thc rate of exchange of

BabYlon and thc arable land'

22 which was mentloned bcfore' fiom this year on' cvery year from the cunent

one'

21 from the si lver of our supplies we shal l  give him (Be1-usursu)'

2l-24 Hc (Bel-usuriu) will carry out the celestial observation (i e'' produce

astrononrical diaries) Hc will provide the 'er'retu-tablets and almanacs with

25 l-abaii, Muranu and Marduk-5apik-z0ri' sons

26 ol 'BClbul l issu'B-l-a!!c-usur'Nab0-muietiq-uddi 'dcsccndants

21 '28 of ltti-Marcluk-balZilu antl with the other Errtlrtta Anu linlil scribes'


