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' l ' i r r i s  
i t  g o t .  . . r ' i t h , ) u 1  s i i \  i n g  t l r . r t  a n i  l r n l t l t ' s i s  , t i  a  s 1 - r c c -

r r l r t t i r  t '  t  o r r r l r o s i t i o n  t i r r r  , r n l r  c o n s t i t u t t  l  s l t  I  i 1 i  t l r t  n r v e  r -  t , n t l i n q  s c l r c l r  t i l r  f i n r t l
t r l l t l ) .

I t t  t l r t .  s 1 t o 1 1  1 ' 5 , < 1 1 1  J  s l r r r r r l . i  l i k e  t o  o i f L r ' : r n : r n l l r : i s  o l  l r  ^ \ l e s o p o t a n r i r t n  l i t e r a r r -
t t ' t t .  l i t t  : t o r t  o l  - \ t i a P : r ,  u  i r i t ' l t  r r o r i l t l  u r ' t ' r , u r ) t  l o r  t l r e  i a c t  t h e t  t h c  l t c r r i  ( ) f  t h c  s t o r \ -
t s  r i l . , r  t ' t t c o t t t t t e  r c t i  i n  o t l r r r  c o r t t l l o s i t i o n s .  r r  l r c r c  i r c  l r o l r l s  t l t r ,  s t r l t u s  t f  : r  s a g c  ( a , b -
h t t l l u l .  \ r r n t c r o r r s  p r c r i , r r r s  i l t t r . r l l r L . t J t i , , t r -  r r l  t l l r :  s t ( ) r V  l t a r e  l t e e n  p r o p o s e ( l  r . ' l ' h c

l ) r c s e l l t  s t r r t i v  i s  i n t c n t l c c l  a s : r  f L r r t l r c r  l . l r r i t o r r r t i o n  r ' t  t i r c  n o r k  a l r e a t l t ' d o n e  < t n  t h c
. \ t l u p r r  s t o r l  r t n c l  b l  t t o  l l l r r l n s  r r c l u r l c s  i n t c r p r t : t r r t i o n s  l r l r e a ( l \ - p r o p o s e c l .  l t  g i v e s
l l l e  g r c a t  l r i e a s L t r e r  t o  b c  a b l e  t o  o l i c r  t h i s  s r r r r r l l  [ r i t  o i  s p e c r - r l a t i o l r : r s  a  s v r n b o l  o f  n i r '
g ra t i t r t t le  r l t td  nar r r r  fee l ings  tour r r t i s  l ' ro l - .  Rr r r lo l t '  I {  e  n  o  s  z  c  l i ,  n tv  i i r s t  in i t ia to r
i n t o  . \ s s v r i o l o g t .

. \ c lapr r  i s  i r  un ic lue  i r ro taqnr r is t  in  \ l csopot . r rn i r rn  l i te ra t r - r re .  l ;o r  no  o ther  hero
o f  a  canon ica l  tex t  i s  so  o f tcn  c r lco l ln te re( {  in  o t l rc r  cornpos i t ions .  Betore  proceed ing
wi th  the  ana lvs is  o f  the  A i l r rpa  s to r \ '  \ \ ' e  sha l l  b r ie f l r  sumnlar ize  the  nra in  p lo t  o f  the
cor.t-rposit ion ancl discuss the othcr rcfe renccs to t l tc rr-rain protagonist.  Since ai l

_ '  For  a  thoroug l . r  exarn ina t ion  o f  thc  p rob lcn is  invo lved see l ] .  F  o  s  t  e  r ,  Wis -
dom and the Gods in Ancient - l lesopotania, or\S +3,197+, pp. 34+,3-i4, rvi th prer- ious
l i terature. Since then the fol lorving rclevant stucl ies har.e uppeured: G. B i i  c c e I  -
lati, Adapa,-,()enesis, and the it l i ttron tf Faith, UIr 5, 19i3, pp. 6I-66; B. K i e -
n a s t' Die trVeisheit des ,ldapa t;on Eridu, in: Svmholae bibliiae et mesopotamicae
Itrancisco J'lario Ther,tdoro de Liagre Bijht dedicatae, \I. A. B e e k el a/. eds., I-eiden
-1?i3,^!l 234-239; \\ ' . r-o n S-o d e n, I lemerkungen zun Adapa-II1,thos, .\OAf'
25, 1976, pp. 428-'133; P. X e l la, Probleni det-rIito nel vii ino driente Antico.
\ ap les  1976 ,  pp .  +7 ,60 .
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of tri is rnaterial has bcen rccentr\, srrr 'eyetr br. 13. Ir o s t e r, *.e slralr onry skctclrt l t t '  nccessarv data hcre2.
'\ l l  the extant references to . '\t lapa connect him *,ith thc citv of Erid' and ir:god EnkirEa and u.ith the knou.lcclge of u.isclorn. I lr u.isdour I mean here not thttechnical term b.rro*'ecl frorr IJiblical sttrtrics, ;..;, ;;" ;r;;;c practical, l i teral mean-ing of the rvord. In the case of -{dapa,-}ror.r.e\rer, this pr*t;.ul knowlecrge extcndsto ntore esoter ic  mat ters.  f .he u isdorrr  of  the hero of  nu. . ro.u is  c loseh.connect i . ( lrv i th  the cul t ic  aspecrs of  magic,  u i th  the nreans " f  h" ; r ; " ; ' ;nd of  being able to sccthings s'hich other ordinarv mortals cannot grasp. It is in connection rvith this kindof knorvledge that the Neo-Assvrian r.;,.,1 

l.,r.or." A,r;; in tt,"ir inscriptions3. Itis also the source for thc late t.a,l i t ion *'hich identif ies Adapa as one of the ser.e.rrsages r'r 'ho served as "ad'isors" 
to ancient kingsa. 'fhe 

knorvleclge of hidclen mattersis also '. 'el l clemonstrated in the polemical context of the so-called '.verse 
Accountof  Nabonidus"  where a horr ib le s iatue of_.Sin,  unu. . "ptJ i . - ,o  , t "  t radi t ional  c lergv,is  descr ibed as one which " . . .not  

1.u.n j  Ea- I , Iummu could have formed,  not  (even)learned Adapa kno*'s his name"s' in thl '.ru*. tcxr Adapa is ref'erred to as thc authorof an astrological omen serieso. Cumulativel,r-, it is this traditiu'trich is the source of the.famous p;r;" in B er o s s u. ,.,f,lnt'it".tJill,i,"r::::-Ldapa as the fish-man lvho carne from the sea anrl pror-icleci rnankind ivith thc ac-cutrements of cultrtradition *,hich ,,1:"::ii{i{:,,;;:-;,',?:.:[l::;..i1;., illi],i*l*".:
;:.i]':::',ff:,:,:il;'',|;'rtl';,'iiion, 

',.;th other arcanc ..i.n.....,.h,. *-.gi.
f 'he basic dornain of '{t lapa, ho*'c'er, is nragic. It is in this sense tlrat he is origin-ailv attested as a ser'ant of bnki,e" in' ir,. "\\-eidncr 

chroniclc..e ancl is rnentionetlin other magical contextsro"l ' l 'rcre seenrs to be goori rcason to belicr,e that 'p t.the o ld Babylonian per iod magic *as u. .p, . r , "  inst i tu t io . ,  c l is t inct  f rom the of f ic ia lcu l t ' ' r i r is  mat ter  cannot  be f r i l l ,v  d iscrrssecl  herc but  cer ta in basic  facts mav be pre-

f  l .  I  o _ s  t  c  r ,  o p .  c r r ."  ( ' . \ t )  . \ t i l ,  p .  i l 2 .a f 'hcrc i i a larg-e l iterature on this sub-ject. For trre nrost rcccnt rnaterial sceR' Il o r g c r' Die E^eschuir;;;tt;;;ri,i ,rre.".i und die ti;ntiltyatrt Henochs,JNES33 ,  
. 197+ ,  pp . .  l g3_  196 ..  l  r a n s l a t r o n  b v  - { .  L .  O p p  c  n  l r  c  i n r ,  . \ \ E l . : ,  p .  i l . l .
I I" _t R., K r a u s. n.r'dg, iv,t+. p1., ,)l qj.

r r . r i u l " i # u t ] t h e n e n  
r r a n s r a t i o n b v s .  I J u r n s r c i n ,  r i e B a r - r y l o n i . i t c a o . f  r J e r o s . c u s ,

8 0n certain asnects-of this rate tradition see R. I) r e rv s, ,.he lJahyronianCltronlcles and Berolssus, Iraq 37, 1975, pp. 37_-i-5.

r irti: u:'o?;'ii";l;.7:!!;;;";'i'la'jinr,lion'iitn Cttronic,re.r, r.octrst yauev re75,
' "  Dec '  lor  cxample,  the ie t ter  f rom Aclapa incorporatcd in to an incantat io 'tn s'I"f 2, p- 176 ana trie ..f.;;;;; ;::;;r" creation of ,\crapa, sage of Ericlu,,(e_pr.r,a-da-pa NLr\.116 ,riudfu,,, i] i ' ;" ir.] I_a-.rt t,, incantation pBS 1 12, 113:ii r if l .
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no.' ir ] Ir l '  
Lambert, rnscribed Pazuzu r{eads frrm Babyron,

79
set l tc t l '  I i i rs t  < i f  a l l  i t  s l . rot r l t l  be nr ter l  that  o l t l  rJab-r ' lon ian rncantat i rns \ \ .crc  nori r  n)rUor ( .on)Poncnt  of  the school  cr r r r icu lunr .  \ - . r r  fJn sucj r  texts are knou-n f r r rnr\ ippur  and cven fc* 'er  f r . tn  Lrr .  l lore ' r ' r ' r ,  r .herc i "  i r r r " ' ;na icat ion of  the presrncc, f  c letnents f rom thc so-cal led "Er ic lu 

\ lv thologr ' "  in  th"  .u t ,  n"rn. .  \ I ic ld le I labv_io ' ia ' t imes'  ' I -he 
r 'arg inal ,  separate stat r rs  of  nragic \ \ 'as one of  the forces * ,h ichsar-c i t  po\ \  cr .  . \ f tcr  thc end of  the o ld l labr- lonian per iod i ,  .pp.n. .  that  the separatepo\ \ 'cr ' f  thc nragical  t r : rd i t ion u.as in  ,  * "n. .  . r .ur . rur* . i  t t_ , .n. ,gh absorpt ion in totlre r.ainstreatlt of the tra(l it ion. ' l 'hus 

a figure l ike ^\ciapa, *.ho originallv r.r.Lrlclhavc been a cit izen of a different clom: 
.

!1,usht and acquires other attributes ,l';.,Xlil"l';T: l';" 
"t a larger u'orrcr or

'l'his h'potrresis is, adnri*eclrr,, difficult to. pro\-e ar present:u|ffrff;gJ:jr,::-;;
this l ine of argument is nrrt lcccptctl one thing does ,"-ri., uncontested: that Ac.lapais stronglv connectcd *-ith nragicancr the traaitions centered around the citv of Eri.trand its gods. Having noted these facts r{trapa is connectecr *.ith these tracrit,":: T; LXirlT,"t[i:':,T,'l1",;-., .t

Let .s norv in'estigate the structural composition of the Adapa story, the stagesthrough rvhich thc- nlrratir-c progrcsscs, anci the transitional signals rvhich markthematic changes. At the outset i th" text -\crapa is describcd as pure antr crean,a servant in the c,rt of Ea at Ericru. \\ 'hcn hc.is out f ishing for offerings for the gocrthe south rvind clestrovs his boat. Here thc first climax "i ir.., the hero in his rageutters a curse, threatening to break the u,ing of the wind. At thishappens - the curse comcs true, the rving of the $-ind is ,i:il:i 
'ftlltiijitli

phvsical action precipitates this event, ;t l . l  a n g , ;* ; u,hich is the \\-eaponuscd bv Adapa'  - \nc l  a l reacl 'herc the magical  u. .n" iu t ior r .  o f  the hero are a l ludcdto '  For  thc onlv  other  context  u 'herc a s i rn i lar  event  takes p lace rs  fbund in incanta-

;:L[.,.".r:-|tbing 
the rlcmon Pazuzull. \\,e shall rcturn to tl," significance of this

^{t this trirn of events thc gocr Anu beconres furio.s and demancrs that Adapabe brought before him in r.,"" ' ' in. -.\, thr. point Ea instructs the hero not to acccptbread and $'ater in heaven ancl tells t-, in', to garb himself in rnourning clothes toappease the 'egetation gods u'ho guarded the doors of hea'en. In ancient \Iesopo_tamia mourning clothes u'ere dirt i . -n.k.,l sign of contrasl to the state of Aclepaat the outsct of thc story.. ' l 'hus tie change of crothing is used in the tcxt as a tran_sitional marking <Jevice, rvhich is rneant a i.r.ri.u," thematic changes. Norv -{t iapaarrives in hea'en ancr refuses the bread and n,ater offered to rrim by Anu. rlostinterpretations take this to be the most significant part of the stor1., clepicting hou,Adapa, the "primal 
man", lost his chance for imrnortalit l .. For the food offeredby '\nu is the source of eternar rife. Although Adapa, on the instruction of Ea, re_l-:t:t 'n" food' 

l ls 

gi 'en a change "i. i"r}rirg and is scnt back to earth together

f;B 12, 1970,
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n ' i th  t l i seases  and the  means to  cornbat  thern  - -  incanta t ionsr r .  ' l ' hc  
d isease is  l ie r t

a  func t ion  o f  thc  fac t  tha t  bv  hur t ing  the  south  s ' ind  , , \ c lapa has  bror rg ; t  on  famin . ,
an t l  thus  d iscase.  I lu t  $ 'ha t  i s  o f  in rpor tance to  us  hcre  is  the  thc t  tha t  anot l re r  t rans i t io r r -
a l  s ta te  has  bcen s igna l led  h- r .a  c l rangc  o f  c lo th ing .  l t  i s  uor th  no t ing  here  tha t  in
thc  so-ca l l cc l  "Ep ic  

o f  ( i i l garncs l r "  each an t l  everv  tu rn  in  the  nar ra t i 'e  s i t .a t io r r ,
u 'h ic l r  a lso  inc l i ca tes  a  change o f  s ta tus  fo r  bo th  C; i lgarncsh anc l  Enk ic l r r ,  i s  l i ke* isc
r n a r k e d  b v  a  d i f f e r c n c r  i n  o u t u a r c l  a p p e a r e n c e ,  r n o s t  n o t a b l r . r n  t h c  g a r b  a n r l  h e i r _
r l rcss  o f  the  pro t : rgon is ts r . . .

Lc t  us  no \ \  a t tcn lp t  to  t lescr ibc  t l r i s  s t t r r , i  i r r  r r io rc  s t ruc t r r ra l  te rnrs .  - \ t la i re  e r is ts
i t r  a  s ta tc  o f  p r r r i t r "  I Jc  i s  then t i l ke r t  OLr t  0 f  tha t  s t i t rc  an( l ,  in  thc  r r tos t  c t t ra r i rd inar r
; tc l | cn tu re  uh ich  cor r l t l  bc  cxper icncet l  h l  a  l runran  b t ' i r rq l ,  i s  t r r r . r lg l r t  to  hca 'cn  i l r
a  l i r r r n  n c g a t i n g  h i s  p r e r i . L r s . r i s t t . r t c  l i l  t r i r t r ' : i n t r  i n  r r r . r r r . i r . r g .  r J r  t h e  d e c r e r
o f  t h c  g , d s  h c  i s  t h c n  r e t t t r l t e r l  t ,  c r r r t l r  i r  r r *  t l r r t h . s ,  r r n r r r r i n t c r l . , , i . . 1  * i t l ,  n . r ,
k n o u  l e c l g r .  I  I c  n o u  h r r s  t l r t .  | i ) \ \  ( , 1 -  r i 1 -  r n i r q i c r r l  s 1 . f  l l s .  I { r  l r u t l  s t r r n r t r l t . r l  r r p o n  t h i s  p o \ \ . e  r
i t r  c i l ; l r t c e  r | l r e n  h c  c u r s e c l  t l r c  s o u t h  l i n t l .  \ o * , l r o u t v . r ,  t h i s  r l r s c r i v r r r - h e s  b c c o r n ,
ins t i t t l t i ona l i ze t l  an t l  l i c r  Posscsscs  i t  r i  i t l r  the  : rppror . l l  o f  t l r c  g , rc ls .  l ' l r c  s ta tcs  anr l
l ) roc t ' ssCs skc tc l re ' t l  abor -e  t l i i r ro r  t l ros t 'L rn i tc rsa l l l  f ' o r rn . l  i r r  r i tgs  6 i  l ) i l ss r , rgc .  p , r  t l r t ,
s t r u c t l r r ( '  o f  t h e  s t o r \ . .  a s  o i r i l i n e t l  l b o l e ,  c l t l r  b e  r l i s r . r i b e , l  i n  i h c  t c r n r s  t l e r - e l o [ r e t l
l r r  - \ .  \ ' i l n  ( i c n n c i r t *  r r n i l  t i t r : n  t , l a l t o n t t t . t i  o r r  l r r . \ - .  

, l , r r  
r n 1 y . r . ;  1 | t g  s t a t t , s

o1  
._sup l ra t io t t ,  

l t la rg in  l t t t t l  re  i rggr t ,g : r t io r r .  ' [ ' i r . . - t .  
] , , , r . .  1 . , l ' . .  r r  t l cs t . r i l r , : , - l  r rs  i i r l l o$ .s ." ' l ' h t ' f i r s t  

p h a s e  ( o f  s t p r l r . r t i . r t )  L ( , l r r l ) n s e s  s v n r b o l i c  l r c i r . l l i o r  s i q n i t r i n g  t l r t ' r i c t a c h -
I t l e n t  o f  t h c  i n c l i r - i t i r r i t l  o r  g r r , t t p  c i t l r c i ' l ' r o r r r  l r r  t , r r r l i c r  f  i r e i l  p . i n t  i n  i l r c  s o c i a l  s t r r r r . -
t L l r ( '  { r o l l l  I  S e t  o f  c t t l t t r r t t i  c o n c i i t i o n s  ( r r  " s t : r t c " ) ,  { ) r  f r ( ) l t }  i r 0 t l t .  l ) r t r i n g  t l r e  i n t e r -
r  c n i r t q  " l i l r r i n a l "  

p c r i r , t l '  t l t e  c h a r : t c t e  r i s t r c s  . l  r h e  r i t r r r i l  s r r b . j c r . t  ( t h r .  " l ) r r s s c n g c r " )
: t l ' c  l t t t tb ig t t0 t ts ;  hc  p i l sscs  th ro i rq l r  l r  c 'L r l t r r ra l  rc r r l r r r  t l r r r t  has  t ' cu  ( ) r  l r r )n t  o f  t l r c  a t -
t r i h r t t c '  r r l  t i t c  p r s t  o r  i . l r r i r r t l  s t . r i t .  l r r  l l r ,  r i r i r ' , 1  l ) l r l r . . t  { r ( . ; l q { r ( . ! . r t r { r r )  . r  r ( . i a r . , } r P r ) r r r -
t ion) ,  the  passagc  is  consr rmatec l  . . r . , .

' I ' h u s  
t h c  p a r t  o f  t h c . - \ c l a p a  s t o r v  l c r r t l i n g  u p  t o  t h c  . . p r r s s e n g t r  s . . : r r r i r . a l  i n  l r e r r v c n

i : a n  b c  c l c s c r i b c t l  s t r u c t L r r a l i v  a s  t h c  p l i a s c  o f  s e p , r l a t i o n . ' l ' l r t ' i n c i . l c l r t  i n  l r c n r - c n
t l t r r  be  c lep ic tec l  as  the  u l t i rna te  l i rn ina l  s t : r t c .  I io r  ^ . \c lapa has  s tcp l l c ( l  f ron- r  thc  rcu l r l
o f  the  pro fane in to  the  u 'o r lc l  o f  t l re  sacre t l .  ' l b  

bc  s l r re ,  as  : i  sc r \ -an t  o f  Ea r r t  l r r i c lu
he r ias  a l reac lY  in  an  an lb iguous  s ta te  on  thc  rnarg in  o f  t l r csc  tu .o  n .o r l r l s .  I ]u t  h is
passage tc l  heaven is  the  s1 ' r t rbo l  o f  the  u l t i rna t t .  sn i tc l r  t r l ' un i r .c rscs .  h '< l r  q 'hen he
is "rcagrcggatecl" 

into the profane rvorld l ic acquircs a ncr\.  forrn; l ic l . losscsscs thc

t :  ' l ' J re  
cnc l  o f  the  ta le  i s  bad lv  b roker r .  On thc  rcs to ra t ion  . f  thesc  l i r rcs  sec ,* " : :  t : - . . : . " :11 ' , . \ \ - .  \ -o  n  S  o  d  e .  n ,  op .  c i t . ,  pp .  432_433.'- ;rec 'l ' s a s s o. n, Sone I'iterail' Jloiljiin the Clonprtsiti,trt o_f tlrc GilgameshEpir,. ".Studies in philoif*;;: ;' 

-"^ 
7:a,"'r'. ZiZ.' , i  

{ ! , :  ! : tr:  
o1 t 'ut1"sl,Lonrlon io'oir i , , . igtnallr.  published in 1908).I  u  r  n  e r  has,  dcal t  n i th  thcse probl . l i r .  i . ,  a  nunrbcr  of  s t r i r l ies,  r lostnotablr 

_in The Ritual process, i:fr i.^.g,, igaqt6  \ - .  ' I ' u  
r  n  e  r ,  op .  c l t . ,  pp .  94  9_5 .
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i r o r r g r  o i  n l : t g r c .  . \ n t l  r r i t h o r i g h  t h c  l l s t  l ) r l r . t  o i  t l r t . t u r t  i s  r r o t  r i _ u l l  P r c s e r r - c r l  t h c r e
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t i o r t  o i  l n : l l t ' s  n t ( ) s t  I ) ( ) t e l t t  \ \ ( , i r i ) o l t  I l t n g t r : r q . , .  l . l r e  . j i - . , .  , \  i i \  l i j : t t  . , r o r r l s  r . l r l t  r r r a i n r ,
i i r r l t ,  i n  l l l c  l l t r l o t t s  i l i c t L r r r r  o t  l t  i r r r  h  r r  r r  , i ,  . r  r r , L r . r r  , .  , ' .  , , , , , .  e l l r n g c  r l r t  * ' r l t l  ,
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b c  t  l i i r r r t l t  l l c t l  i r l t o  a  s p c c i f  i c ,  c i r c r r n r s c r i t r c r l  r o p t e x t ,  r 5 r ,  . r r . t  { , 1  , r r r r l i c .  

' i ' 6 c  
r r t  l r r u s t

i r c  l i r t r i t u t l  t o  ; r  s r r : r l l  n u l r r b c r  o f  i n i t i l t t t l  l ) r . r s ( ) l t s  i t  t j r i s  l , r ) \ . ( . r ,  
- . r , o  t l c s t r u < : , " i t _ r  t r i

r c n r , t i r r  i r r  t h e  h l t r r t l s  o l  t , r r r . . l r  a r r t l  c r  c r r .  h u r n a n  h t , i n g ,  i s  t , r  
. l t t ,  

l t r r r : r c s s e r l .  
. 1 . h , :  

r t s r r l t
i s : t  y l : t t ' : t r l , , r ,  t h r r t  t h c  t ) r , r : t  l l u n ) i l n  , , f  , r l l  o t ' r r u i r r ' s  c a | : r t , i t i r s .  : l t e  l r b i l i t v  t t l  r r r a l t i l t r r l l t r
l . u r g r r ; r g r ' ,  i r t . c r l r r r c s  i r r t g r r  t , n t t . t i ,  l n r l  , ) n c  : t s l ) ( ( . t  , , 1 '  l i r c  i - , r , j r o s i t i o n l t l  f r r n c t i o n  o i
s l r t ' c t  l r  t : r r r  o n l r  l t c  t r t i l i z c t l  h r  r r  I o 1 1 . 1 1 - f r r l  n t i r r r , r i t r . .  \ n , l  i t  i s  . t t  t l r i s  r r t o r n c n t  t h a t
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" i  t l r c  j r l l n t l r r o n  t , ,  l t i t l t '  \ t l l r r r r t ' r . i i t c , , , c r r ' .  I : o r . \ r t r r ' s : o 1 1 1 1 j 1 ; 1 . 1 .  t r l  n t a k c  t j r c  h e r r . r
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i n r l r r , r t . t l i t r  I . _ l r  f o r . t . r . .  \ r r r r  [ , ,  r ( . c , , q r ] i z u  t h t  r r r i t g i r . : r l  l l 1 ) \ \ r i . . f  $ ' r t l s  r t n t l  t 0  P r o v i t l c; i r t  i t r s t i t t r t r o t l a l i z e t l  f r l r t t i  f o r  t h c  r r t i l i z a t i o n  o l ' t l i u t  i ) o \ \ r ' i .  t t i i l > t 7 t r t . .  I p  a c l r l i t i o r . r ,
o f  c o l r r s t ,  ] , , r r ' s  t r i c l i  i s  s c l t . s c r r . i n g ,  f ' ( , r .  i t  P 1 ; r c t , s  h i r r  i n  , r  l . r i r . i l c q e r l  P o s i t i o n  e s  t h e
t l i i  i n i t r  i n  c l r r i r g c  o t '  r n a g i c .

' I ' i r r ' 1 - , r - o i . e s s  
t l c i t i c t c t l  i i r  t l r e  - \ t l : r 1 . ; r  s t o r r  . i q r r i l i r . . . r  t r . . l l t s t t l o l t  i n t o  t l t c  i . r . t i t s

r r t  t l t e  q o r l  I ' - : r ,  r r  r r u r r q i n l l  u  o r l r l  i n l r a b i t e  t i  b r  r r r a g i c i u n s .  ( l u l t l ( ) n s  : r n r l ,  p c r h a l t s ,  s i l g { j s .
' \ 1 1  o f  t l r c s t '  h . ' i n g s  . t l - t  t t t l t r i i c t i  a s  b r ' i n g  s o n l r ^ h ( ) \ \  s e  r  : i r ) . l r - i  i r r ) l r )  t  l r l  r e  g l i u r  c l ; i s s i i i -
, , l i , r l . \  .  \  l r ,  1 '  1  , ' l  t ] , i n g . .  

' l  
l r t ,  , i t . , l , , t t .  r r  l l , r  r l r r t r , . .  , i t < , . r - .  - .  . 1 , , 1  : 1 . . .  r r ,  t g t r  i : r r t  r ,  ] 1 , ,  1 . . 1 1 1

c r t r c  t l l t n t ,  f  l . r r '  : r  t i  i a l e c t i c a l  r o i t ,  r i  i t l r  , r n t .  l - o o t  i n  t  j t t .  s i r l r r , l . r ,  , , f .  i l t e  s a c i , ( . ( l  a n t l  r l r r
t i l  i l r t  , r r o i u n e  u , r r l t i .  l J r r t h  o l ' t J r c r r r  l t r r v c  t ( )  ( . t i ) s :  t l t t . t l l . r : l t , i i l  l t c t . , r c e l t  t h c s L , t \ \ . ( )
1 ' ' i i i - t s  ( ) i  t h t '  l t t t i i  t r s c ,  t l t e  t i t ' n t , r n  t r ,  : r f f l i c t .  t l r e  n r : r g i l i . i r i  i r r  r , r - r l c r  t ,  . l ' l , e c t  l l  c . j - r .' l  

i r L r s  r t t t l r  . \ t l e i l L  i r n r i  t  j t ( .  r i r r r r , r n  l ) i l r u i l u  b r e  l k  l i t r ,  r . ,  i r r g .  o 1  , , r  i t r r i s .  r l  l t : t r r i l t i \  e  . i e . r . i c t
$ h i c l r  r r l ' l r  l l c r h : r P s  s c r \ ' (  t o  s i g t t a l  t i r c  ( o r n c r - t i r r r s  l r t . i i r t , t . r r  t l r r s t ' t r ' 1 . r c s  r t  n r : r r g i n a l
I  t g r  r r c s .

S i n c e  r ' '  r .  ; r r e  i r r  t l r c  r c a l r r r  o i  s | c c L r l r r t i v t  i n t t , r | r i t . r t i o i r  I  . . i r o r i l t l  l i k c  t o  l . , r o c c c t lo n c  s t c J r  i r r r t l t e r .  l l o s t  e v o l i r t i o n a r r  n r i n r l c t l  c r , 1 1 q , r - . p 1 5  o i  i l t , - , r l e r - e l o l l l t c n t  o i - r , , c s t r r n
t l t . t r g l t t  l t a v c  s c e n  t h t  h r r t l r , t 1  1 . 1 1 i 1 , , 5 ' 1 1 P h r  i r r  t l ' r e  r r P i 1 1 i 1 y 1 1 5 . t  t l r e  p r e - s o c r a t r c s  1 1 - h .
t t  t r c  r i i r l e  t o  c o l l c c p t l r r t l i z e  t r n i t r  u  i t h i n  t l r r ,  L r r r i v c r : c .  \ r . r r  I . . a s t c r 1  t h , r r q l r t  h a s

S e c  n o t e  1 l  a b o r c  u n t l  I

, j  l i u  . : . , . .  , ) r i . |  . , 1 : s t v r , / : ) \

r J l

I l t r r r - o r r s \ , , 1 ,  r , ; t  . ' ! t l t t f t t .  O r  3 { } ,  1 9 2 1 i ,  p .  2 * .
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alu' 'ays been considerecl as fragnrentecl, clepicting t '1re uni'erse as a series .f dis-connected facts *'hich cor-rlt l  onlv be clescribecl through o., "rabnrnt" sr.stellr ' f.c\enr-p l i f icat ion '  Thtrs  the r -ar ious lex ica l  l is is  of  the \ Iasopotamian l i terat i  arc of tcnexempl i f ied as inc lexes of  th is  fa i lure, f  i 'ag inat ion.  l 'hc anal r .s is  presentecl  abo' rs tands in  opposi t ion to th is  v ie* ' .  [o .  i t  is  rootcc i  in  a f i rm bel ie f  that  \ Iesopotarn ianI i terarv texts are more than' just  so"  s tor ies concerned r . r . i th  the basic ,  c lcnrenta l ,Physical facts of existence' \ ' Ics'potamian th.ugl'rt cl icl incleecl *restle *.it5 prirna^.in te l lectual  problems such as the i l lus ions 
_. f  

h is tor iographr-  and the quest ion , ipersonal  se l f - in tegrat ion,  as in  thc so-cai lcd Epic of  Gi lganreshrs,  or  thc f regrncnta-
: j . , :  

" t  d i , s11u rs . c '  a  p rob le r r r  ccn t ra l .  i n  I r t e r  t i r r r cs ,  r ,  r hc to r i ca l  specu la r i , r r r , . ' l , h r r sI t  rs  our  obl igat ion to searc l ' r  out  the stnrctura l  ancl  sr -nrbol ic  pat terns throueh \ \ . l r ich

:ff,lt;i,:#:]l:::. :]li.::.u 
,1"1., *.;..; ibr n,eaning in their .n,\.ersc. onrr. then*.ill philolog' lit'e r.rp to the challcngc ..hl;;^i,,.l;:tJ,'lliii.'Jll**

r8 See rnr' lortl.rcort-t ing Girgarttesrt -- Jlistrtr-t, and the strtrture af r)esire.


