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After Eltekeh: 
 Royal Hostages from Egypt at the Assyrian Court 

Karen Radner

Michael Roaf has spent much of his professional life far away from his native Britain, 
KROGLQJ�DSSRLQWPHQWV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�DV�IDU�ÀXQJ�DQG�GLYHUVH�DV�,UDT��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
DQG�*HUPDQ\��2Q� WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�KLV���WK�ELUWKGD\�,�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�RIIHU�KLP�WKLV�
paper on Egyptian expatriates at 1LQHYHK��$V�0LFKDHO�HQMR\V�JRRG�SX]]OHV��,�ZRXOG�
like to bring to his attention the so far unresolved mystery of why they were living 
LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�$VV\ULD�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�GHFDGHV�EHIRUH�WKH�FRQTXHVWV�RI�Esarhaddon (r. 
681–669 BC) brought a great many Egyptians into cities such as Nineveh and Assur.
 

The source  
My starting point is a well-known sale document from Nineveh (K. 294) that has 
EHHQ�HGLWHG�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�VLQFH�LW�ZDV�¿UVW�SXEOLVKHG�E\�-RKQV��������QR��������7KH�
most recent full edition is that of Kwasman and Parpola (1991, no. 142).1�8QOLNH�PRVW�
attestations of Egyptians in the Assyrian heartland, this text does not date to the pe-
riod after 671 BC when Esarhaddon of Assyria invaded and subjugated the lands on 
WKH�1LOH��(VSHFLDOO\�WKH�FRQTXHVW�RI�Thebes and Memphis resulted in the relocation 
RI�D�JUHDW�PDQ\�(J\SWLDQV�WR�WKH�FLWLHV�RI�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�KHDUWODQG��5DGQHU����������±
������2XU�WH[W��KRZHYHU��GDWHV�WR�WKH�\HDU�����%&�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�UDLVHV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��
why were there Egyptians at 1LQHYHK�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�DW�WKLV�WLPH"�$SDUW�IURP�VRPH�
UHPDUNV�E\�6WUXYH�������������WKH�RQO\�GLVFXVVLRQ�WR�DGGUHVV�WKLV�NH\�LVVXH�LV�WKDW�RI�
Onasch (1994, 15–16) but his short comments, in the historical introduction to his 
edition of the inscriptions of Assurbanipal (r. 668 – c. 627 BC) regarding his Egyp-
tian campaigns, do not explore the subject and its further implications in any depth.

1 K. 294 is a complete tablet without any damage but its text features several scribal mis-
WDNHV��+RZHYHU��.ZDVPDQ�DQG�3DUSROD¶V�HGLWLRQ�LV�QRW�ZLWKRXW�LQDFFXUDFLHV��HLWKHU��,�ZDV�
DEOH�WR�FROODWH�WKH�WDEOHW�LQ�-XO\������LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�0XVHXP�DQG�WDNH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
FRPPXQLFDWH�FRUUHFWLRQV��2EY�����858�ni-nu-u� �LQVWHDG�RI� H[SHFWHG�858�ni-nu-u-a as 
given in edition). Rev. 2: ma-tar–su-ru (as expected; not the edition’s MÍ.a-tar–su-ru). Rev. 
���ma-mat–su-u’-la (scribal mistake for expected MÍ.a-tar–su-u’-la, as given in edition). 
Rev. 4: ga-mur (not the edition’s gam-mur���5HY������/Ò��*$/!±0È�'8�'8��VFULEDO�
mistake for expected /Ò�*$/±0È�'8�'8��DV�LQ�UHY������QRW�LQGLFDWHG�LQ�HGLWLRQ���7KH�
signs in lines 7, rev. 4 and 17 marked in the edition as damaged are in fact fully preserved.
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8QOLNH�RWKHU�OHJDO�WH[WV�IRXQG�DW�WKH�UXLQ�PRXQG�RI�Kuyunjik, which may concern 
legal affairs conducted far from the capital, there can be no doubt that the business 
transaction recorded in our text took place in Nineveh itself because its subject is a 
house in that city and is described as such: “A built house with its beams, doors and 
a yard in Nineveh, adjoining the house of Mannu-ki-ahhe, the house of ,OX�LVVL\D��
and the street” (obv. 6–10). The text continues: “ৡLOOL�$ããXU�� WKH� (J\SWLDQ� VFULEH�
(LÚ*.A.BA LÚ*.PX܈�X�UD�D�D), has contracted and bought it for one mina of silver 
(by the mina) of the king from Šarru-lu-dari, Atar-suru and $PDW�6X¶OD��WKH�ZLIH�RI�
Bel-duri” (obv. 10 – rev. 4). %HO�GXUL�LV�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�D�³VKLHOG�EHDULQJ�7KLUG�0DQ��RI�
D�FKDULRW�WHDP�´�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�GRFXPHQW��REY�����DQG�LW�LV�YHU\�OLNHO\�WKDW�KH�ZDV�QR�
longer alive when the house was sold; his death may be the reason why the house 
FKDQJHG�RZQHUVKLS�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��7KLV�ZRXOG�H[SODLQ�ZK\�KLV�ZLIH�LV�QDPHG�DV�
one of the legal parties, an unusual occurrence in Neo-Assyrian contractual practice. 
The other two men who owned the house jointly with Bel-duri’s wife are likely to 
have been her or rather her husband’s relatives, most probably his brothers (Radner 
��������±�����

As a Third Man, %HO�GXUL�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�DUP\��PRUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WKH�FKD-
riotry. He shared this profession with the second witness to the transaction, a man with 
the Egyptian name +XU�ZDৢL�³+RUXV�LV�VRXQG´��0DWWLOD������������ZLWK�SUHYLRXV�OLWHUD-
WXUH���DQG�ZH�FDQ�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�DFTXDLQWHG�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��7KH�
¿IWK�ZLWQHVV�LV�DOVR�FDOOHG�+XU�ZDৢL�DQG�KROGV�WKH�WLWOH�RI�/Ò�*$/±0È�'8�'8�³KHDG�
RI�ERDWPHQ�� FDSWDLQ �́�6R�GRHV� WKH� WKLUG�ZLWQHVV�5DVX¶��ZKRVH�QDPH� LV� RI�(J\SWLDQ�
RULJLQ�LI�QRW�DV�HDV\�WR�HW\PRORJLVH��0DWWLOD��������������7KH�WLWOH�RI�WKHVH�(J\SWLDQ�
men has nothing to do with commercial shipping but is a military title referring to 
WKH�$VV\ULDQ�ÀHHW�WKDW�6HQQDFKHULE��U�����±����%&��KDG�HVWDEOLVKHG�DW�Nineveh (see 
below). The list of witnesses is headed by “âXVDQTX��WKH�NLQJ¶V�LQ�ODZ´��mšu-sa-an-qu 
ha-at-na�0$1��UHY�������7KH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�LV�QDPHG�¿UVW�LQ�WKH�OLVW�RI�ZLWQHVVHV�VLJQDOV�
that this is an important man. This is clear also from his title hatan šarri which iden-
WL¿HV�KLP�DV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�NLQJ�E\�PDUULDJH��

Who was 6KRVKHQT��WKH�NLQJ¶V�LQ�ODZ"
,Q�D�OHJDO�GRFXPHQW�IURP�$VV\ULD¶V�FDSLWDO��LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH�NLQJ�LQ�
TXHVWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�DQ\�RWKHU�UXOHU�WKDQ�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�NLQJ�2 âXVDQTX�LV�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�
rendering of the extremely well attested name 6KRVKHQT�ZKLFK�ZDV�SRSXODU�DPRQJ�
the various royal houses of Libyan descent claiming regions in the Nile Delta and, on 
RFFDVLRQ��DOO�RI�(J\SW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�FHQWXULHV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�PLOOHQQLXP�%&��7KH�QDPH�LV�
not exclusive to the heads of these ruling houses but is attested also for other mem-
bers of these families (Kitchen 1986, 520–521, 606–607). 

�� 3DFH�2QDVFK�������������ZKR�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�WKH�NLQJ�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�
the king of Kush or an Egyptian ruler. Compare the use of mar šarri “crown prince”, ummi 
šarri “mother of the king” and marat šarri “daughter of the king” in Neo-Assyrian legal 
texts, always referring to relatives of the Assyrian king. 
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Our 6KRVKHQT�ZDV�WKHUHIRUH�QRW�RQO\�UHODWHG�E\�PDUULDJH�WR�6HQQDFKHULE��NLQJ�
of Assyria, but was also a member of one of the Delta dynasties. His title is proof of 
a dynastic marriage between the Assyrian royal family and one of the ruling houses 
of northern Egypt. That his presence in Nineveh was a long-term arrangement is 
clear from the fact that he acted as a witness to a house sale: should there ever be 
a disagreement, the testimony of the witnesses was considered far more important 
WKDQ�WKH�GRFXPHQW�LWVHOI��5DGQHU�������������DQG�KH�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�(J\SWLDQ�ZLWQHVVHV�
must therefore have been permanent residents rather than occasional visitors passing 
through Nineveh. That the Egyptian scribe ৡLOOL�$ããXU�ERXJKW� D�KRXVH� LQ� WKH�FLW\�
PDNHV�WKLV�SRLQW�RI�FRXUVH�JODULQJO\�REYLRXV�LQ�KLV�VSHFL¿F�FDVH��EXW�LW�LV�QR�OHVV�FHU-
tain for the other Egyptians named in our document. 

Although it is the most likely scenario, 6KRVKHQT�ZDV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�PDUULHG�
to a daughter of 6HQQDFKHULE�DV�WKH�WHUP�hatannu designates more generally a man 
linked by marriage to a certain family. Therefore, he could have been married to one 
of 6HQQDFKHULE¶V�VLVWHUV�RU�HYHQ�D�PRUH�GLVWDQW�IHPDOH�UHODWLYH�RI�WKH�NLQJ��2QO\�YHU\�
IHZ�$VV\ULDQ�SULQFHVVHV�DUH�NQRZQ�E\�QDPH�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�LQ�TXHVWLRQ��6HQQDFKHULE¶V�
sister $KDW�DELãD�ZDV�PDUULHG� WR�Ambaris, king of Tabal in Anatolia, by their fa-
ther 6DUJRQ�,,��U�����±����%&��DQG�LV�WKHUHIRUH�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�XQOLNHO\�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�
6KRVKHQT¶V� EULGH�� HYHQ� LI� VKH�PD\� KDYH� EHHQ� VHQW� EDFN� WR�$VV\ULD� DIWHU�Ambaris 
UHEHOOHG�DJDLQVW�6DUJRQ�LQ�����%&��$UR�9DOMXV���1LVVLQHQ������������$�PRUH�SODXVLE-
le candidate may be Šadditu who is attested buying land in a legal document from 
Nineveh during her brother Esarhaddon’s reign (Kwasman & Parpola 1991, no. 251). 
But it is of course pure chance that her name happens to survive in our fragmentary 
sources, and it is very unlikely that she was the only daughter of 6HQQDFKHULE�

8QOLNH�$KDW�DELãD��KRZHYHU��ZKR�ZDV�VHQW�WR�Tabal with her royal bridegroom, 
6KRVKHQT�DQG�KLV�XQNQRZQ�SULQFHVV�EULGH�UHPDLQHG�DW�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�FRXUW��7KLV�DORQH�
makes it clear that at the time that our sale text was recorded 6KRVKHQT�ZDV�D�UR\DO�
hostage.

The Assyrian practice of taking of high-born hostages (OƯܒX) is very well attested 
�VHH�WKH�EULHI�VXUYH\�E\�=DZDG]NL��������6XEMHFW�UXOHUV�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�PDGH�WR�DFFHSW�
Assyrian sovereignty by force had to secure their treaties with Assyria, in addition 
to swearing the usual oaths, by handing over members of their family and sometimes 
also other high-born individuals who were then sent to live at the Assyrian court. 
Their presence there served a two-fold purpose. While at Assyria, they were to 
guarantee their family’s, and country’s, loyalty to the Assyrian king with their life. 
Moreover, were they to return to their native lands, ideally as its ruler or in another 
LQÀXHQWLDO� SRVLWLRQ�� WKHQ� WKH� WLPH� VSHQW� DW� WKH�$VV\ULDQ� FRXUW�ZDV�PHDQW� WR� KDYH�
attuned them to Assyrian sensibilities and hence ensure their dependable conduct at 
home. 

We know of several rulers who had spent time at 6HQQDFKHULE¶V�FRXUW�EHIRUH�WKH\�
returned to rule their native country in line with Assyria’s wishes: Bel-ibni whom 
6HQQDFKHULE�DSSRLQWHG�DV�NLQJ�RI�Babylon “had grown up like a puppy in my palace” 
�)UDKP�������7��� �*UD\VRQ���1RYRWQ\�������6HQQDFKHULE�������DQG�SDUDOOHOV��DQG�
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Tabua whom (VDUKDGGRQ�DSSRLQWHG�DV�TXHHQ�RI�WKH�$UDEV�³ZDV�UDLVHG�LQ�WKH�SDODFH�
of my father (6HQQDFKHULE�´� �/HLFKW\� ������ ���Esarhaddon 1 iv 15 and parallels). 
From these statements in the royal inscriptions, we learn that at least these royal 
hostages were children when they were sent to the Assyrian court – an obvious ad-
vantage as regards the objective of pro-Assyrian indoctrination. 

How, and when, did 6KRVKHQT�FRPH�WR�1LQHYHK"
But was 6KRVKHQT�D�FKLOG�ZKHQ�KH�¿UVW�FDPH�WR�1LQHYHK"�%\�����%&�KH�ZDV�ROG�
enough to be married, but the group of Egyptians attested in our sale document may 
well have arrived much earlier in Nineveh. The fact that one of them, the scribe ৡLOOL�
$ããXU��KDG�UHSODFHG�KLV�QDWLYH�(J\SWLDQ�QDPH�ZLWK�DQ�$VV\ULDQ�RQH��³3URWHFWLRQ�RI�
$ããXU´���LQGLFDWHV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHJUHH�RI�DVVLPLODWLRQ�EXW�WKHUH�LV�QR�ZD\�RI�NQRZLQJ�
KRZ�WKLV�UHODWHV��LI�DW�DOO��WR�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�KLV�VWD\��,I�KLV�VFULEDO�H[SHUWLVH�ZDV�LQGHHG�
XVHG��DV�0RUNRW�������������VXJJHVWV�� WR�GUDZ�XS�GLSORPDWLF�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�ZLWK�
Egypt and Kush, this name may have been chosen to signal his unwavering loyalty 
to his Assyrian employers. 

A closer look at the political interaction between Assyria and the lands on the 
Nile��VKRXOG�SURYH�PRUH�LQVWUXFWLYH�IRU�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��6LQFH�WKH�¿QDO�GH-
FDGH�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�%&��WKH�H[DFW�PRPHQW�LV�¿HUFHO\�GHEDWHG��VHH�H�J��)XFKV�������
���±����IRU�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�VRPH�NH\�GDWHV���WKH�NLQJ�RI�.XVK�LQ�SUHVHQW�GD\�6XGDQ�
FRQWUROOHG�DOO�RI�8SSHU�(J\SW�XS�WR�Hermopolis and was acknowledged as overlord 
by the local rulers of Middle Egypt and in the Nile Delta (Morkot 2000, 128). Onasch 
�����������DFFHSWHG�E\�+XEHU������������FDQ�RQO\�FRQFHLYH�RI� WKH�SHULRG�SULRU� WR�
WKH�.XVKLWH�FRQTXHVW�RI�WKH�QRUWK�RI�(J\SW�DV�D�PHDQLQJIXO�VFHQDULR�IRU�D�PDUULDJH�
alliance between Assyria and a Delta dynasty. Then, 6KRVKHQT¶V�SUHVHQFH�LQ�$VV\ULD�
FRXOG�SHUKDSV�EH�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�WKH�GLSORPDWLF�RYHUWXUHV�WR�6DUJRQ�LQ�����%&�E\�WKH�
Delta ruler 2VRUNRQ�,9��F������±�F������%&��³Šilkanni, king of Egypt” in the Assyrian 
inscriptions) who controlled Ro-nefer, Tanis and Bubastis in the north-eastern Delta 
XQWLO�KLV�UHLJQ�ZDV�HQGHG�E\�WKH�.XVKLWH�FRQTXHVW��.LWFKHQ����������±������$FFRU-
GLQJ�WR�6DUJRQ¶V�LQVFULSWLRQV�

Šilkanni, king of the remote country of Egypt, whom the fear of the splendour of 
WKH�JRG�$ããXU��P\�ORUG��KDG�RYHUZKHOPHG��EURXJKW�DV�KLV�DXGLHQFH�JLIW�WZHOYH�ODUJH�
(J\SWLDQ�KRUVHV��WKHLU�OLNHV�QRW�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\��)XFKV���������������,,,�H�
Ass. 8–11).

6HQGLQJ�DQ�DXGLHQFH�JLIW��WƗPDUWX, see Radner 2007, 216), however, would not necessa-
rily have obliged 2VRUNRQ�,9�WR�HQWHU�D�WUHDW\�ZLWK�6DUJRQ�,,��+RZHYHU��HYHQ�LI�D�WUHDW\�
were concluded, and this is certainly possible, then this would have been a voluntary 
DJUHHPHQW��,W�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�UHTXLUHG�2VRUNRQ�WR�VHFXUH�KLV�IXWXUH�REHGLHQFH�WR�$V-
syria by placing hostages, as this was normally enforced only after a previous betrayal. 

�� =DPD]DORYi� ����� SURYLGHV� D� JRRG� VXUYH\� RI� WKH� UHODWLRQV� EHWZHHQ�$VV\ULD��(J\SW� DQG�
Kush before the Assyrian invasion of 671 BC.
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,�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�SURSRVH� DQ� DOWRJHWKHU�GLIIHUHQW� VFHQDULR�ZKLFK� ,�¿QG� IDU�PRUH�
SHUVXDVLYH�� ,Q�����%&� WKH�$VV\ULDQ�DUP\�PHW�(J\SWLDQ� WURRSV�RQ� WKH�EDWWOH�¿HOG��
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�VLQFH�WKH�EDWWOH�RI�4DUTDU�LQ�ZHVWHUQ�6\ULD�LQ�����%&��1RZ��WKHVH�
troops were part of the Kushite forces. The confrontation took place in Eltekeh, a site 
in southern Palestine4 not far from the city of Ekron (7HO�0LTQH��ZKLFK�KDG�UHEHOOHG�
against the previously accepted Assyrian sovereignty with the support of Kush. Ac-
cording to 6HQQDFKHULE¶V�LQVFULSWLRQV��WKH�SHRSOH�RI�Ekron 

formed a confederation with the kings of Egypt (and) the archers, chariots, (and) hor-
ses of the king of the land 0HOXKKD�� �Kush), forces without number, and they came to 
WKHLU�DLG��,Q�WKH�SODLQ�RI�WKH�FLW\�Eltekeh, they sharpened their weapons while drawing 
XS�LQ�EDWWOH�OLQH�EHIRUH�PH��:LWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�JRG�$ããXU��P\�ORUG��,�IRXJKW�ZLWK�
WKHP�DQG�GHIHDWHG�WKHP��,�FDSWXUHG�DOLYH�LQ�WKH�KHDW�RI�EDWWOH�WKH�FKDULRWHHUV�DQG�VRQV�
of the Egyptian kings ('808�0(â� /8*$/�0(â� .85�PX�X܈�UD�D�D), together 
with the charioteers of the king of the land 0HOXKKD�� �Kush). 

7KLV�SDVVDJH� LV�¿UVW�XVHG� LQ�DQ�HGLWLRQ�RI�6HQQDFKHULE¶V�res gestae from 700 BC, 
VKRUWO\�DIWHU�WKH�UHFRUGHG�HYHQWV��5DVVDP�&\OLQGHU����±����VHH�)UDKP�������7�����DQG�
LV�WKHQ�UHF\FOHG�YHUEDWLP�LQ�VXEVHTXHQW�HGLWLRQV�FRPSLOHG�LQ���������������DQG�����5 
When our sale text was recorded in 692 this account of the battle of Eltekeh was still 
widely promulgated in 6HQQDFKHULE¶V�RI¿FLDO�LQVFULSWLRQV�

6HQQDFKHULE¶V�DFFRXQW�PDNHV�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�IURP�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��GHVSLWH�
the recently established supremacy of Kush, there were still Egyptian rulers conside-
red powerful enough in their own right to be described as kings. This being the case, 
the Assyrian foreign policy would have taken these rulers into account as a matter 
of course. Onasch’s argument (1994, 15) that any dynastic alliance must have been 
DUUDQJHG�SULRU�WR�WKH�.XVKLWH�FRQTXHVW�LV�WKHUHIRUH�LQYDOLG��

The capture of Egyptian princes at Eltekeh in 701 provides therefore the most 
likely scenario for 6KRVKHQT¶V�DUULYDO�DW�Nineveh, as one of the nobles taken captive 
GXULQJ� WKH�EDWWOH�� ,W�DOVR�VHUYHV� WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\�ZH�HQFRXQWHU�KLP�LQ� WKH�FRPSDQ\�
RI�(J\SWLDQ�PLOLWDU\� RI¿FHUV�� D�PHPEHU� RI� D� FKDULRW� FUHZ�DQG� WZR� VKLS� FDSWDLQV��
While 6HQQDFKHULE¶V�DFFRXQW�GRHV�QRW�PHQWLRQ�DQ\�VKLSV�IURP�(J\SW��PXFK�RI�WKH�
campaign of 701 took place along the coast and it is entirely possible that also the two 
Egyptian ship captains featured in our text as witnesses were taken captive at that 
time. Whatever the circumstances of their arrival at Nineveh, their role there should 

4 (OWHNHK¶V�H[DFW�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�ZLWK�7HOO�HVK�6KDODI�LV�SRVVLEOH�EXW�QRW�XQLYHUVDOO\�DFFHSWHG��
VHH�*DOODJKHU����������±����

�� 5DVVDP�&\OLQGHU� �)UDKP�������7��� �*UD\VRQ���1RYRWQ\�������6HQQDFKHULE������±���
�FRPSRVHG���������)UDKP�������7���� �*UD\VRQ���1RYRWQ\�������6HQQDFKHULE�����LLL���¶±��¶�
�FRPSRVHG���������)UDKP�������7���� �*UD\VRQ���1RYRWQ\�������6HQQDFKHULE�����LLL���±���
�FRPSRVHG���������+HLGHO�3ULVP� �)UDKP�������7���� �*UD\VRQ���1RYRWQ\�������6HQQDFKHULE�
����LLL���±����FRPSRVHG���������)UDKP�������7���� �*UD\VRQ���1RYRWQ\�������6HQQDFKHULE�
����LL��¶¶¶±�¶¶¶��YHU\�IUDJPHQWDU\��FRPSRVHG���������&KLFDJR�3ULVP� �)UDKP�������7���� �
*UD\VRQ���1RYRWQ\�������6HQQDFKHULE�����LL���±LLL����FRPSRVHG���������-HUXVDOHP�3ULVP� �
)UDKP�������7���� �*UD\VRQ���1RYRWQ\�������6HQQDFKHULE�����LL���±LLL����FRPSRVHG������
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be connected with 6HQQDFKHULE¶V�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�ÀHHW�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�LQYDVLRQ�
of (ODP�LQ������%XLOW�E\�6\ULDQ�FUDIWVPHQ�DW�Nineveh and manned with Levantine 
crews, the ships eventually sailed down the Tigris to Opis, from where they were 
transported overland to the Arahtu river and there successfully deployed in battle. 
6HQQDFKHULE¶V�LQVFULSWLRQV�PDNH�VSHFL¿F�PHQWLRQ�RQO\�RI�VDLORUV�IURP�Tyre, 6LGRQ��
and ,RQLD��RU�&\SUXV��WKH�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�SODFH�QDPH�UHPDLQV�XQFOHDU�LQ�DOO�DYDLODEOH�
sources, see Frahm 1997, 24, 117) but our text indicates that also Egyptians served 
DV�QDYDO�RI¿FHUV� LQ�6HQQDFKHULE¶V�ÀHHW6 and it is most likely that they were taken 
prisoner during the campaign of 701, as were the aforementioned ship-builders and 
FUHZV�ZKR�DUH�LGHQWL¿HG�H[SOLFLWO\�DV�ZDU�FDSWLYHV�LQ�6HQQDFKHULE¶V�LQVFULSWLRQV��,Q�
any case, their mention is an important reminder not to dismiss the native Egyptian 
VHDIDULQJ�WUDGLWLRQV��IRU�ZKLFK�VHH�-RQHV�������ZKHQ�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�*UHHN�DQG���RU�
3KRHQLFLDQ�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�ODWHU�6DLWH�QDY\��H�J��/OR\G�������ZKLFK�LV�ZHOO�DWWH-
sted from the reign of 1HNKR�,,��U�����±����%&��RQZDUGV��

According to our interpretation, 6KRVKHQT�ZDV� QRW� SODFHG� LQ� WKH� KDQGV� RI� WKH�
Assyrian king in a formal exchange of hostages but taken captive in battle and then 
turned hostage. Once in Nineveh, 6KRVKHQT�DQG�FHUWDLQO\�DOVR�WKH�RWKHU�SULQFHV��ZKR�
are not attested elsewhere in the available sources, would have been honoured accor-
ding to their high status, enjoying the king’s hospitality at court. Their treatment as 
royal guests culminated in 6KRVKHQT¶V�FDVH�±�DQG�YHU\�OLNHO\�LQ�RWKHUV�WRR�±�LQ�PDU-
riage to an Assyrian princess and formal alliance with the Assyrian royal house. The 
Egyptian princes’ continued presence in Nineveh guaranteed their families’ good-
will towards Assyria and kept the relationship of the northern kings with Kush in 
balance: as long as there were possible pro-Assyrian candidates for the thrones of the 
Delta and of Middle Egypt, Kushite power over Egypt was not absolute. 

This held true once Esarhaddon invaded Egypt in 671 BC. Within a month of the 
FRQTXHVW��.DKQ�����������Q�������KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�DSSRLQW�(J\SWLDQ�NLQJV�WR�UXOH�RYHU�
the various cities of the region (see the long list of appointees as preserved in the in-
scriptions of his successor $VVXUEDQLSDO��2QDVFK������������2QH�RI�WKHP��WKH�NLQJ�RI�
Busiris in the central Delta region, is called 6KRVKHQT�DQG�ZKLOH�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�WKH�
name makes it entirely speculative to assume as identity between him and the 6KR-
VKHQT�DWWHVWHG�LQ�Nineveh in 692, we certainly must consider the possibility that this 
man and some of the other rulers appointed by Esarhaddon had lived for many years 
as hostages in Nineveh. This provides a context that can explain why it was thought 
possible to ensure Assyrian sovereignty in the remote lands on the Nile by relying on 
local rulers: in 671, at the same time as scores of inhabitants of Memphis and Thebes 
were relocated to the Assyrian heartland, some of the Egyptian nobles and soldiers 
taken captive at Eltekeh in 701 will have returned to the Nile after spending thirty 
years at the Assyrian court, having intermarried with the royal family in some cases 
and having actively served in the Assyrian army in others. 

6 There is another mention of a captain in an administrative record from Nineveh listing 
GHEWV��)DOHV���3RVWJDWH�������QR����������XQGDWHG�EXW�FHUWDLQO\�IURP�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�%&��7KH�
PDQ�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�EHDUV�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�QDPH�0DQQX�NL�>«@�
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Another Egyptian prince at Nineveh
Our 6KRVKHQT�LV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�(J\SWLDQ�SULQFH�WKDW�FDQ�EH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WR�KDYH�OLYHG�
at the Assyrian royal court. The far more famous case is of course the son of Nekho 
of 6DLV��DQRWKHU�RI�Esarhaddon’s appointees, who had spent time in Nineveh under 
the Assyrian name 1DEX�ãH]LEDQQL��³2�1DEX��VDYH�PH�´��EHIRUH�KH�ZDV�GLVSDWFKHG�
back to Egypt to rule in $WKULELV��+H�ZDV�ODWHU�NQRZQ��DJDLQ"��DV�Psammetikh and 
it is under this name that, succeeding to the throne of his father in 664, he managed 
to establish his control over all of Egypt, initially with Assyria’s approval and later 
ZLWKRXW��)UDKP�����������QR������3HUGX�������.DKQ����������±������

6KRVKHQT¶V� H[DPSOH� UDLVHV� WKH� GLVWLQFW� SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW� Psammetikh, too, was 
married to an Assyrian princess during his time at 1LQHYHK��,Q�WKDW�FDVH��WKH�IDPLO\�
ties with the royal house of Assur may have played a role in motivating his son and 
successor 1HNKR�,,� WR�JHW� LQYROYHG��DIWHU� WKH�IDOO�RI� WKH�$VV\ULDQ�KHDUWODQG�LQ�����
%&��LQ�WKH�GHFDGH�ORQJ�VXFFHVVLRQ�ZDU�IRU�FRQWURO�RYHU�6\ULD�DQG�WKH�/HYDQW�ZKLFK�
%DE\ORQ�HYHQWXDOO\�GHFLGHG�LQ�LWV�IDYRXU��5DGQHU�����������

Conclusions
Our analysis of a house sale document of 692 BC which features high-ranking Egyp-
tians as long-term inhabitants of the city of Nineveh has led us to explain their pre-
sence in the capital of Assyria as the result of the well-attested capture of Egyptian 
princes and chariot troops at the battle of Eltekeh in 701 BC rather than as a conse-
TXHQFH�RI�GLSORPDWLF�FRQWDFWV�LQLWLDWHG�E\�2VRUNRQ�,9��RU�DQRWKHU�'HOWD�UXOHU����WKH�
scenario favoured by previous commentators. We have highlighted that some of 
these Egyptians are likely to have served in 6HQQDFKHULE¶V�ÀHHW��¿UVW�GLVSDWFKHG�LQ�
battle in 694. Finally, we have speculated that there was a connection between the 
presence of a sizeable Egyptian contingent at 1LQHYHK�SULRU�WR�WKH�FRQTXHVW�RI�(J\SW�
in 671 with (VDUKDGGRQ¶V�DELOLW\�WR�¿OO�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�DQG�PLOLWDU\�SRVWV�ZLWK�(J\S-
tians immediately after taking control of the lands on the Nile.

Our study also emphasises the potential and importance of using private legal 
documents as historical sources.



478 Karen Radner

Bibliography
$UR�9DOMXV��6����1LVVLQHQ��0��������$পƗW�DEƯãD��,Q��.��5DGQHU��HG����The Prosopography of the 

Neo-Assyrian Empire 1/I: A (Helsinki), 59.
)DOHV��)��0����3RVWJDWH��-��1��������Imperial Administrative Records, Part I: Palace and Temple 

Administration. State Archives of Assyria 7. Helsinki.
Frahm, E. 1997: Einleitung in die Sanherib-Inschriften. Archiv für Orientforschung Beiheft 

26. Wien.
)UDKP��(��������1DE��ãƝ]LEDQQL��,Q��+��'��%DNHU��HG����The Prosopography of the Neo-Assy-

rian Empire 2/II��/1��+HOVLQNL������±����
Fuchs, A. 1998: Die Annalen des Jahres 711 v. Chr. State Archives of Asyria Studies 8. 

Helsinki.
Gallagher, W. R. 1999: Sennacherib’s Campaign to Judah: New Studies. Leiden etc.
*UD\VRQ��$��.�� ��1RYRWQ\�� -�� ������The Royal Inscriptions of Sennacherib, King of Assy-

ria (704–681 BC). The Royal Inscriptions of the Neo-Assyrian Period������:LQRQD�/DNH�
(forthcoming).

+XEHU��,��������9RQ�$IIHQZlUWHUQ��6FKODQJHQEHVFKZ|UHUQ�XQG�3DODVWPDQDJHUQ��bJ\SWHU�LP�
0HVRSRWDPLHQ��GHV�HUVWHQ�YRUFKULVWOLFKHQ�-DKUWDXVHQGV��,Q��5��5ROOLQJHU���%��7UXVFKQHJJ�
(ed.), Altertum und Mittelmeerraum: Die antike Welt diesseits und jenseits der Levante. 
Festschrift für Peter W. Haider. Oriens et Occidens�����:LHVEDGHQ������±����

-RKQV��&��+��:��������Assyrian Deeds and Documents. Cambridge.
-RQHV��'��������A Glossary of Ancient Egyptian Nautical Titles and Terms. New York. 
.DKQ��'��������7DKDUTD��.LQJ�RI�Kush, and the Assyrians. Journal of the Society of the Study 

of Egyptian Antiquities��������±�����
.DKQ��'��������7KH�$VV\ULDQ�,QYDVLRQV�RI�(J\SW�����±����%&��DQG�WKH�)LQDO�([SXOVLRQ�RI�WKH�

Kushites. Studien zur Altägyptischen Kultur��������±�����
Kitchen, K. A. 1986: The Third Intermediate Period in Egypt (1100–650 BC). 2nd ed. 

Warminster.
.ZDVPDQ��7����3DUSROD��6��������Legal Transactions of the Royal Court of Nineveh, Part I. 

State Archives of Assyria 6. Helsinki.
Leichty, E. 2011: The Royal Inscriptions of Esarhaddon, King of Assyria (680–669 BC). The 

Royal Inscriptions of the Neo-Assyrian Period 4. Winona Lake.
/OR\G�� $�� %�� ������ 7ULUHPHV� DQG� WKH� 6DLWH� 1DY\� Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 58, 

268–279.
0DWWLOD��5��������XU�ZDৢL��,Q��+��'��%DNHU��HG����The Prosopography of the Neo-Assyrian 

Empire 2/I��.��+HOVLQNL������±����
0DWWLOD��5��������5DVǌ¶��,Q��+��'��%DNHU��HG����The Prosopography of the Neo-Assyrian Empire 

2/I��.��+HOVLQNL��������
Morkot, R. G. 2000: The Black Pharaohs: Egypt’s Nubian Rulers. London.
2QDVFK��+��8��������Die assyrischen Eroberungen Ägyptens. Ägypten und Altes Testament 

27. Wiesbaden. 
3HUGX��2��������3VDPPHWLTXH�,HU��UHVWDXUDWHXU�GH�O¶XQLWp�QDWLRQDOH�HW�LQLWLDWHXU�GH�UHQRXYHDX�

saïte. Egypte, Afrique et Orient������±���



479After Eltekeh: Royal Hostages from Egypt at the Assyrian Court 

5DGQHU��.��������1HR�$VV\ULDQ�3HULRG�� ,Q��5��:HVWEURRN� �HG����A History of Ancient Near 
Eastern Law. Handbuch der Orientalistik�����/HLGHQ�HWF�������±����

5DGQHU��.��������1HXDVV\ULVFKH�7H[WH��,Q��%��-DQRZVNL���*��:LOKHOP��HG����Texte zum Rechts- 
und Wirtschaftsleben. Texte aus der Umwelt des Alten Testaments Neue Folge 1 (Gü-
tersloh), 71–87.

5DGQHU��.��������$EJDEHQ�DQ�GHQ�.|QLJ�YRQ�$VV\ULHQ�DXV�GHP�,Q��XQG�$XVODQG��,Q��+��.OLQ-
NRWW���6��.XELVFK���5��0�OOHU�:ROOHUPDQQ��HG����Geschenke und Steuern, Zölle und Tribute. 
Antike Abgabenformen in Anspruch und Wirklichkeit �/HLGHQ������±����

5DGQHU��.��������7KH�$VV\ULDQ�NLQJ�DQG�KLV�VFKRODUV��7KH�6\UR�$QDWROLDQ�DQG�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�
6FKRROV��,Q��0��/XXNNR���6��6YlUG���5��0DWWLOD��HG����Of God(s), Trees, Kings, and Scholars: 
Neo-Assyrian and Related Studies in Honour of Simo Parpola. Studia Orientalia 106 (Hel-
VLQNL������±����

5DGQHU��.��������$VV\ULDQ�DQG�QRQ�$VV\ULDQ�NLQJVKLS�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�PLOOHQQLXP�%&��,Q��*��%��
/DQIUDQFKL���5��5ROOLQJHU��HG����Concepts of Kingship in Antiquity. History of the Ancient 
Near East  Monographs 11 (Padua), 15–24.

6WUXYH��:��������=XP�1DPHQ�GHV�.|QLJV�7DOWDPDQL��Zeitschrift für ägyptische Sprache und 
Altertumskunde 62, 65–66. 

=DPD]DORYi��6��������%HIRUH�WKH�$VV\UDLQ�&RQTXHVW�LQ�����%�&�(���5HODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�(J\SW��
.XVK� DQG�$VV\ULD�� ,Q��0\QiĜRYi�� -�� �HG����Egypt and the Near East – the Crossroads 
�3UDJXH������±����

=DZDG]NL�� 6�� ������ +RVWDJHV� LQ� $VV\ULDQ� 5R\DO� ,QVFULSWLRQV�� ,Q�� .�� 9DQ� /HUEHUJKH� �� $��
6FKRRUV��HG����Immigration and Emigration within the Ancient Near East: Festschrift E. 
Lipinski. Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 65 (Leuven), 449–458.



Inhaltsverzeichnis

Preface ...................................................................................................................vii

Inhaltsverzeichnis ..................................................................................................ix

Schriftenverzeichnis von Michael D. Roaf ...........................................................xiii

Alexander Ahrens
“From a Country Far, Far Away…”. Remarks on the Middle Bronze Age 
Scarabs from Tomb Ass. 12949 at Qal‘at Šerqat / Assur ......................................1

Warwick Ball
7KH�(QG�RI�7HSH�1īVKëMÁQ .....................................................................................11

Peter V. Bartl
The ‘Assyrian Venus’ on the Bas-Reliefs of Aššurnasirpal II – 
an ‘Indecent Posture’ or ‘Assyrian Purity of Taste and Feeling’? ........................25

Felix Blocher
Zum Zweck der Bastion Warad-Sins in Ur ...........................................................45

Petr Charvát
Fortitudo, justitia, prudentia, temperantia: 
The Sign NITA/UŠ in Proto-Cuneiform Writing .................................................57

Reinhard Dittmann
Multiple Sealed Hollow Balls. A fresh look at the Uruk System 
almost Thirty Years later .......................................................................................69

Berthold Einwag und Adelheid Otto
Die Torlöwen an Tempel 1 von Tall Bazi und ihre Stellung in der Reihe 
steinerner Löwenorthostaten .................................................................................91

Frederick Mario Fales
The Eighth-Century Governors of Kalhu: a Reappraisal in Context ...................117

Christoph Fink
Gewichte oder bloße Kiesel? 
Untersuchungen zu Eisenoxidgesteinen aus Tall Bazi, Syrien .............................141



x  Inhaltsverzeichnis

Kristina A. Franke 
Die zoomorphen Darstellungen auf den Stelen von Hakkâri – 
ein Deutungsversuch  ............................................................................................161

Martin Gruber
KA2 GIBIL – ein altbabylonischer Hausteilungsplan? .........................................177

Ursula Hellwag
Die Symbole auf den Siegeln des urartäischen Königs Rusa, 
Sohn des Argišti eine urartäische Bilderschrift? ..................................................207

Michael Herles
=XU�'DUVWHOOXQJ�GHU�:LOGVFKZHLQMDJG�LP�$OWHQ�2ULHQW ........................................219

Georgina Herrmann
Some Phoenician Furniture Pieces  .......................................................................241

Marion-Isabell Hoffmann 
„… I wished several times that the Sasanians had never been born.“ 
Großbritannien und die Entdeckung der sasanidischen Architektur 
von 1800 bis 1914 ...................................................................................................249

Kai Kaniuth
Another Scot in the East. Robert Wilson on his Way to Persepolis .....................263

Stephan Kroll
2Q�WKH�5RDG�V��WR�1RZKHUH��$�5H�$QDO\VLV�RI�WKH�+DVDQOX�
“Tripartite Road System” in Light of the Excavated Evidence .............................277

Anna Kurmangaliev
Darstellung des Sonnenuntergangs .......................................................................285

Marc Lebeau
Dating the Destructions of Ebla, Mari and Nagar from Radiocarbon 
with References to Egypt, Combined with Stratigraphy and Historical Data ......301

Steven Lundström
The Hunt is on Again! Tiglath-pileser I’s and Aššur-bel-kala’s 
QÁˀLUī-Sculptures in Assur ...................................................................................323

John MacGinnis
2Q�WKH�5RDG�WR�WKH�5HQW�)DUP��2XWVRXUFLQJ�WKH�:RUNLQJ�RI�%RZ�/DQG�
in the Reign of Darius I .........................................................................................339



xi Inhaltsverzeichnis

Jared L. Miller
7KH�/RFDWLRQ�RI�1L̉UL\D�DQG�LWV�'LVDVVRFLDWLRQ�IURP�1DƥLUL ................................349

Barbara Muhle und Jürgen Schreiber 
(LQ�U¶PLVFKHV�6FKZHUW�DXV�GHP�*U¤EHUIHOG�YRQ�·8PP�DO�0ÁΈ��4DWDU.................373

Mirko Novák
The Change of Caliphate Ideology in the Light of Early Islamic 
City Planning .........................................................................................................385

Astrid Nunn
:LGHU�GDV�9HUJHVVHQ��$XVEHVVHUXQJHQ�DQ�2EMHNWHQ�LQ�0HVRSRWDPLHQ ...............405

Birgül Ögüt
(LQH�6WXUPJRWW�6WHOH�DXV�$\GñQND\D���*D]LDQWHS .................................................425

Christian K. Piller
Neue Erkenntnisse zur Verbreitung der Kura-Araxes-Kultur in 
Nord- und Zentraliran ............................................................................................441

Daniel T. Potts
$�·6F\WKLDQΈ�3LFN�IURP�9DVNH��*LODQ��DQG�WKH�,GHQWLW\�RI�
the XVIIth Delegation at Persepolis ......................................................................459

Karen Radner
After Eltekeh: Royal Hostages from Egypt at the Assyrian Court  ......................471

Shahrokh Razmjou
/HIW�8QмQLVKHG��7KH�·8QмQLVKHG�*DWHΈ�RI�3HUVHSROLV�DV�.H\�(YLGHQFH�
for Architectural and Construction Procedure at Persepolis ................................481

Robert Rollinger und Josef Wiesehöfer
Kaiser Valerian und Ilu-bi’di von Hamat. Über das Schicksal 
besiegter Feinde, persische Grausamkeit und die Persistenz 
altorientalischer Traditionen ..................................................................................497

Elisa Roßberger
-XVW�D�:KLWH�(OHSKDQW"�(LQH�JROGEHVFKODJHQH�6WR�]DKQнDVFKH�
DXV�GHU�.¶QLJVJUXIW�YRQ�4D̖QD..............................................................................517

Frances Sachs
'LH�*HI¤�]HLFKHQ�DXV�GHU�:HVWVWDGW�YRQ�7DOO�%D]L��6\ULHQ� ................................543



xii  Inhaltsverzeichnis

Walther Sallaberger und Katharina Schmidt
Insignien des Königs oder Insignien des Gottes? Ein neuer Blick auf 

GLH�NXOWLVFKH�.¶QLJVNU¶QXQJ�EHLP�EDE\ORQLVFKHQ�1HXMDKUVIHVW ..........................567

Andreas Schachner
Assyriens Herrschaft im Norden – 

(LQH�6WHOH�DXV�ðGLO�LP�V¼G¶VWOLFKHQ�7XU�$EGLQ ......................................................595

Ursula Seidl
(LQ�UHOLHмHUWHU�%URQ]HEHFKHU�DXV�:HVW�,UDQ .........................................................615

Alexander Sollee
Zur Verteilung und Verbreitung der Lochbodengefäße im 

syro-mesopotamischen Kulturraum ......................................................................625

Katja Sternitzke
Spatel, Sonde und Skalpell. 

Medizinische Instrumente im Archäologischen Befund ......................................649

David Stronach
The Territorial Limits of Ancient Media: an Architectural Perspective  .............667

Dirk Wicke
(LVHQ]HLWOLFKH�4XDU]NHUDPLNREMHNWH�DXV�1RUGV\ULHQ��
nicht nur zum Stempeln und Rollen  .....................................................................685

Paul Zimansky
Imagining Haldi .....................................................................................................713

Index  ......................................................................................................................725


