
This file belongs to the article “Wedge order and the character-forming rules of Neo-
Assyrian cuneiform” by Jonathan Taylor in Scribal Worlds: Scholarship and classification in 
cuneiform cultures, edited by Eduardo A. Escobar, Kiersten Neumann, and C. Jay 
Crisostomo, London: UCL Press, 2026.  

These drawings are genericised sketches of signs designed to convey multiple observed 
instances clearly, not to be accurate copies of specific examples. Neither the exact 
number of wedges in an array nor the nuances of wedge placement seem to be significant 
for wedge order. The author has nevertheless attempted to document orders in several 
arrangements for signs where variation occurs. Images of all sources used may be found at 
the British Museum Collection Online resource.  

In the wedge order column, “B)” indicates Babylonian script forms. “a), b), c)” etc. serve to 
allow variant forms to be referenced. They are applied arbitrarily for the convenience of this 
piece of research only. For the purposes of this study, any future sign list detailing variants 
should assign sigla systematically rather than continue the ones used here. Numbers 
indicate the order of wedge placement. When a number is repeated, this indicates 
uncertainty as to the relative order of those wedges. In the sources column, “B)” introduces 
a section listing tablets in Babylonian script. All such tablets are listed in italics. When 
variants are recorded in the wedge order column, the same sigla are used in the sources 
column. The number in brackets refers to the frequency of this order detected in that 
tablet. 
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SIGN WEDGE ORDER SOURCES 

ḪAL 

 

K 1263 (1); K 1288 (1); K 

4330 (1); BM 127932 (2); 

BM 134464 (2) 

MUG 

 

BM 108861 (1) 

BA 

 
B) 

 

1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

108861 (5); BM 127932 

(7); BM 134464 (2); K 185 

(4); K 302 (2); K 311 (1); 

K 555 (2); K 4328 (3); K 

4330 (2); ND 2385 (1); 

ND 4405/2 (1) 

B) K 1280 (2) 

ZU 

 
B)  

 

BM 108861 (1); BM 

127932 (4); K 1662 (1); K 

4330 (1) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

SU a)  

 
b)  

 
B) 

 
 

a) BM 108861 (1); BM 

127932 (7); BM 132019 

(1); BM 132021 (1); K 302 

(2); K 311 (2); K 1263 (5); 

K 1662 (1); K 4330 (2) 

b) BM 114905 (1) 

1882-5-22,169 (1) 

B) K 1280 (2) 

ŠEN  

 

K 4330 (5) 

BAL a)  

 
b)  

 

a) BM 108861 (1); BM 

134464 (2); K 311 (1); K 

555 (1); K 1288 (3); K 

1662 (1); K 4328 (1) 

B) K 1280 (2) 

b) BM 127932 (2) 

GÍR 

 

1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

127932 (1); BM 132021 

(1) 

BÚR 

 

K 1263 (1) 

 

TAR 

 

BM 108861 (1); BM 

114920 (1); BM 127932 

(2); BM 134464 (1); K 311 

(1); K 4330 (1); ND 

4405/2 (1) 

AN 

 

1882-5-22,169 (4); BM 

108861 (3); BM 114900 

(1); BM 114905 (1); BM 

127932 (23); BM 132021 

(1); BM 134464 (1); K 185 

(3); K 302 (4); K 311 (13); 

K 555 (5); K 1263 (10); K 

1288 (5); K 1662 (16); K 
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1663 (1); K 4330 (2); ND 

1123 (2); ND 2385 (1); 

ND 2455 (2); ND 4312 

(1); ND 4405/2 (4) 

B) K 1280 (3); ND 2065 

(1) 

KA 

 
B)  

 

1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

108861 (4); BM 114920 

(1); BM 127932 (4); BM 

132021 (1); BM 134464 

(3); K 302 (5); K 311 (4); 

K 555 (2); K 1288 (5); K 

1663 (1); K 4328 (5); K 

4330 (6); ND 4312 (1) 

B) K 1280 (2); ND 2478 

(1) 

EME 

 

BM 108861 (1) 

B) K 1280 (3) 

NAG 

 

K 1288 (2) 

KÚ 

 

K 1288 (1) 

URU 

 

BM 114920 (1); BM 

127932 (12); K 185 (1); K 

302 (3); K 1263 (1); K 

4328 (1); K 4330 (2) 

B) ND 2065 (1) 

ARAD 

 

1882-5-22,169 (3); K 555 

(1); K 1288 (2); ND 2350 

(1) 

ITU  

 

 

K 185 (2); K 302 (1); K 

311 (1); K 1263 (1) 

B) ND 2345 (1) 

ŠUBUR 

 

BM 108861 (1) 

LA 

 
B)  

 

1882-5-22,169 (3); BM 

108861 (6); BM 114905 

(1); BM 127932 (9); BM 

132020 (1); K 185 (3); K 

302 (5); K 311 (9); K 555 

(2); K 1662 (2); K 1663 

(1); K 4328 (3); K 4330 

(4) 

B) K 1280 (3); ND 2478 

(1) 

MAḪ 

 

K 1263 (1); K 4328 (3); 

BM 134464 (1) 

TU a)  

 
b)  

 
c)  

a) 1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

127932 (6); K 302 (1); K 

1662 (2); K 4330 (1) 

b) K 1263 (3) 

c) BM 108861 (1)   

BM 132021 (2) 

B) K 1280 (2); ND 2478 

(2) 
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B)  

 
LI a)  

 
b)  

 
B)  

 

a) K 1662 (2); ND 4312 

(1) 

b) BM 127932 (7); BM 

132020 (1); BM 134464 

(1); K 555 (2); K 1263 (1); 

K 4328 (1); K 4330 (1) 

B) ND 2065 (1); ND 2345 

(1); ND 2478 (1) 

PAP 

 

BM 114905 (1); BM 

127932 (2); BM 134464 

(1); K 311 (9) 

B) ND 2345 (1) 

MU 

 

1882-5-22,169 (2); BM 

108861 (5); BM 114900 

(1); BM 127932 (14); BM 

132019 (1); BM 134464 

(6); K 311 (4); K 1263 (4); 

K 1288 (1); K 1662 (3); K 

4328 (2); K 4330 (6); ND 

2350 (1); ND 2385 (1); 

ND 4312 (1) 

QA 

 

BM 114905 (1); K 185 (2); 

K 302 (1); K 1263 (3); K 

1288 (1); K 4330 (2); ND 

2455 (1) 

B) K 1280 (1); ND 2065 

(1); ND 2345 (1) 

KÁD 

 

BM 127932 (1) 

 

KÀD 

 

K 2026 (1) 

GIL  

 

 

K 311 (1) 

RU 

 
B) 

 

1882-5-22,169 (6); BM 

108861 (7); BM 114905 

(1); BM 127932 (5); BM 

134464 (3); K 185 (1); K 

311 (1); K 555 (2); K 1288 

(1); K 1662 (5); K 1663 

(1); K 4328 (5); K 4330 

(5) 

B) K 1280 (3); ND 2478 

(1)  

BAD 

 

BM 127932 (3); K 185 (1); 

K 302 (1); K 311 (1); K 

1263 (1); K 1288 (2); ND 
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2350 (1); ND 2385 (4); 

ND 2455 (2); ND 4312 (1) 

B) K 1280 (2); ND 2478 

(1) 

NA 

 

1882-5-22,169 (12); BM 

108861 (3); BM 127932 

(28); K 185 (2); K 302 (4); 

K 311 (1); K 555 (5); K 

1263 (8); K 1288 (9); K 

1662 (6); K 1663 (1); K 

1664 (1); K 4328 (3); K 

4330 (3); ND 2350 (3); 

ND 2385 (2); ND 2455 

(1); ND 4312 (1); ND 

4405/2 (1) 

B) K 1280 (5); ND 2065 

(1); ND 2345 (1); ND 

2478 (3) 

ŠIR 

 

BM 127932 (1) 

 

NUMUN 

 

BM 127932 (1); K 302 (1); 

K 311 (2); K 4328 (1); ND 

2385 (1) 

TI 

 

1882-5-22,169 (2); BM 

108861 (2); BM 114905 

(1); BM 114920 (1); BM 

127932 (18); BM 132021 

(1); BM 134464 (1); K 185 

(2); K 302 (3); K 555 (1); 

K 1263 (5); K 1288 (6); K 

1662 (4); K 1663 (3); K 

4328 (1); K 4330 (2); ND 

1123 (1); ND 2350 (1); 

ND 4312 (1); ND 4405/2 

(1) 

B) K 1280 (5); ND 2478 

(2) 

BAR 

 

BM 108861 (6); BM 

127932 (2); BM 132021 

(1); K 302 (3); K 1288 (1); 

K 1662 (1); K 4328 (6); K 

4330 (4); K 4393 (1) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

NU 

 

1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

108861 (14); BM 114905 

(4); BM 114920 (2); BM 

127932 (8); BM 132020 

(2); BM 132021 (1); BM 

134464 (2); K 302 (10); K 

311 (5); K 555 (1); K 1263 

(1); K 1662 (4); K 1663 

(1); K 4328 (7); K 4330 

(8); ND 2455 (1); ND 

4312 (1) 

B) K 1280 (6); ND 2065 

(1); ND 2345 (1) 

MÁŠ 

 

K 4393 (1) 
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KUN a)  

 
b)  

 

a) K 1263 (1); ND 2455 

(1) 

b) BM 127932 (1) 

ḪU 

 

1882-5-22,169 (5); BM 

108861 (2); BM 114905 

(1); BM 127932 (4); BM 

132021 (2); K 302 (1); K 

311 (1); K 1263 (1); K 

1662 (1); K 4328 (4); K 

4330 (2) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

BURU5 

 

K 4330 (6) 

NAM 

 

BM 127932 (1); K 1263 

(1); K 1288 (1); K 4328 

(1); K 4330 (2) 

IG 

 

BM 114900 (1); BM 

127932 (2); K 311 (1); K 

1263 (1); K 1663 (1); K 

4330 (2); ND 2350 (1); 

ND 2385 (2) 

B) ND 2478 (1) 

MUD 

 

K 1288 (1); K 2026 (1); K 

4330 (2) 

Rm 608 (1) 

ZI 

 
B)  

 

BM 108861 (3); BM 

127932 (3); BM 132020 

(1); K 1288 (1); K 1662 

(2); K 4328 (1); K 4330 

(2) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

GI a)  

 
b)  

 

a) K 302 (1); K 555 (3); K 

1288 (1); K 1662 (2); K 

1663 (1); K 4330 (6) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

b) BM 127932 (3) 

 

RI 

 

1882-5-22,169 (3); BM 

108861 (2); BM 127932 

(16); BM 134464 (3); K 

185 (5); K 302 (2); K 311 

(3); K 555 (1); K 1263 (1); 

K 1288 (2); K 1662 (2); K 

1663 (1); K 4328 (1); K 

4330 (2); ND 4312 (1); 

ND 4405/2 (1) 

B) ND 2065 (1) 
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NUN 

 

1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

108861 (1); BM 127932 

(1); BM 132021 (1); K 

4330 (1) 

TÙR a) 

  
b) 

 

a) BM 132021 (1) 

b) K 110 (1); ND 4405/2 

(3) 

ŠILAM 

 

K 110 (1) 

KAB 

 

BM 127932 (2); K 4328 

(1) 

GAD 

 

K 2056 (1) 

DIM a)  

 
b)  

 

a) BM 127932 (1) 

b) BM 134464 (1) 

 

MUN a)  

b)

 

a) BM 108861 (1) 

b) K 4330 (1); K 110 (1) 

AG a)  

 
b)  

 
c) 

 

a) K 1263 (1) 

b) BM 127932 (2); BM 

134464 (1); K 302 (2); K 

1288 (2); K 1662 (4); K 

1663 (1); K 4328 (1) 

c) BM 108861 (1) 

 

EN 

 

1882-5-22,169 (2); BM 

108861 (1); BM 127932 

(2); BM 134464 (1); K 185 

(1); K 302 (1); K 311 (3); 

K 555 (4); K 1263 (6); K 

1288 (1); K 1662 (1); K 

1663 (2); K 4330 (1) 

B) ND 2345 (1) 

SUR a)  a) BM 114920 (1); BM 

127932 (3); BM 134464 
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b)

 

 

(1); K 302 (5); K 311 (6); 

K 555 (1); K 1288 (4) 

B) ND 2345 (1); ND 2455 

(1) 

b) BM 108861 (2) 

MÚŠ 

 

K 3931 (1) 

SA 

 

BM 108861 (1); BM 

114900 (2); BM 114905 

(1); BM 127932 (1); BM 

132021 (1); K 185 (1); K 

1263 (1); K 1288 (1); K 

4328 (2); K 4330 (1) 

B) K 1280 (1); ND 2478 

(1) 

GÁN/KÁR 

 

BM 132020 (1) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

GÚ 

 

K 4330 (5) 

DUR 

 

ND 4405/2 (1) 

B) ND 2478 (1) 

LÀL 

 

K 4330 (1) 

KU7 

 

K 16446 (1) 

GUR 

 

BM 108861 (1); BM 

114905 (1); K 302 (1); K 

311 (2); K 1288 (1); ND 

1123 (1) 

SI 

 

BM 108861 (1); BM 

127932 (3); K 185 (1); K 

302 (2); K 311 (2); K 4328 

(3); K 4330 (3) 

GÙN/DAR 

 

BM 108861 (2); K 4330 

(1); ND 4405/2 (1) 

SAG a)  

 
b)  

 
c)  

 
B) 

 

a) K 311 (1); K 1662 (1); 

K 4330 (4) 

b) BM 127932 (3) 

c) K 1288 (2); K 4328 (1) 

B) ND 2478 (1) 
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MÁ 

 

ND 2350 (1) 

SUR9 

 

K 14125 (1) 

DIRI 

 

BM 114920 (1); BM 

134464 (3); ND 4312 (1) 

TAB 

 

BM 108861 (2); BM 

132021 (2); K 1288 (1); K 

4330 (1) 

B) ND 2065 (1) 

TAG 

 

K 311 (1); K 1288 (1) 

AB 

 

BM 108861 (1); BM 

114905 (1); K 302 (1); K 

311 (2); K 1263 (1); K 

1663 (1); K 4328 (3); K 

4330 (1) 

NAB 

 

BM 108861 (2); BM 

127932 (1); BM 132021 

(1); K 1662 (1); K 1663 

(1) 

MUL 

 

BM 132021 (1); ND 

4405/2 (1) 

UG  

 

 

K 4330 (1); BM 108861 

(1) 

AZ  

 

a)  

 
b)  

 
c)  

 

a) BM 132021 (1); K 4330 

(2) 

b) BM 127932 (1) 

c) K 4328 (1) 

 

 

URUDU 

 

K 110 (1) 

KÁ a)  

 
b)  

 

a) BM 127932 (6); ND 

2385 (1) 

b) BM 127932 (9) 

B) K 1280 (2) 
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UM 

 

BM 127932 (1); ND 

4405/2 (1) 

 

DUB 

 

K 1662 (1); K 1263 (1) 

SAMAG2 

 

K 110 (1) 

SAMAG5 

 

K 110 (1) 

TA a)  

 
b)  

 
c)  

 
d)  

 
e)  

 
f)  

 

a) 1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

127932 (3); BM 132021 

(1); K 302 (3); K 311 (1); 

K 555 (1); K 1288 (3); K 

1663 (2); ND 4405/2 (2) 

b) BM 127932 (4); K 1263 

(2); K 4328 (2) 

c) BM 127932 (1) 

d) K 302 (4) 

e) K 185 (1)  

f) BM 108861 (1) 

B) K 1280 (2) 

I 

 

1882-5-22,169 (2); BM 

108861 (2); BM 114900 

(1); BM 114920 (2); BM 

127932 (15); BM 132021 

(1); K 185 (7); K 302 (5); 

K 311 (8); K 555 (1); K 

1263 (6); K 1288 (9); K 

1662 (2); K 4328 (5); K 

4330 (2); ND 2385 (2) 

B) K 1280 (1); ND 2345 

(1); ND 2478 (1) 

IA 

 
B) 

 

1882-5-22,169 (7); BM 

134464 (5); K 302 (1); K 

555 (5); K 1288 (1); ND 

2350 (2) 

B) K 1280 (4); ND 2065 

(1); ND 2478 (1) 
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GAN 

 
B) 

 

BM 127932 (1); K 311 (1); 

K 1263 (1); K 4330 (2); 

ND 4405/2 (1) 

B) ND 2065 (1); ND 2478 

(1) 

KÁM 

 

K 555 (3); K 4330 (4) 

TUR 

 

K 302 (4); K 311 (1); K 

1263 (1); K 1288 (2); K 

4328 (2); K 4330 (2); ND 

2385 (1) 

AD 

 

BM 127932 (6); BM 

134464 (2); K 1263 (1); K 

1662 (1); K 1663 (1); ND 

4323 (1) 

ḪAŠḪUR 

 

K 13423 (1) 

ZÉ 

 

BM 108861 (1); BM 

127932 (5); K 1263 (1); K 

1663 (1); K 4328 (3); K 

4330 (1) 

B) K 1280 (2) 

IN a)  

 
b)  

 

a) BM 127932 (3) 

b) K 1662 (1); K 1663 (1); 

K 4330 (1) 

RAB 

 

BM 127932 (2) 

 

LUGAL a)  

 
b)  

 
c)  

 
 

d) 

  
B) 

a) K 1662 (3); K 1663 (1); 

ND 1123 (1) 

b) 1882-5-22,169 (2); BM 

114920 (1); BM 127932 

(2); K 185 (3); K 555 (5); 

K 1263 (1); K 1288 (3); 

ND 2385 (1); ND 2455 (1) 

c) BM 134464 (1) 

d) ND 2350 (2) 

B) K 1280 (1); ND 2478 

(2) 
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BÀD 

 

BM 127932 (1); K 4328 

(1) 

SAR a)  

 
 

b)  

 
c)  

 
d)  

 
e)  

 

a) BM 114920 (1); BM 

127932 (1); K 1263 (1) 

b) BM 127932 (1); BM 

134464 (2); K 4330 (2) 

c) K 1662 (1) 

d) BM 108861 (2); BM 

132021 (1); K 302 (3) 

e) 1882-5-22,169 (2) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

SUM 

 

BM 108861 (2); K 311 (1) 

 

NAGA 

 

1882-5-22,169 (1) 

KASKAL 

 

BM 108861 (1) 

GABA 

 

BM 114900 (1); BM 

127932 (1); K 302 (1); K 

1263 (1) 

B) ND 2478 (1) 

AM  

 

a)  

 
b)  

 

a) BM 108861 (1); BM 

127932 (2); BM 132021 

(1)  

K 1288 (1); K 4328 (1)  

b) ND 2350 (2) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

 

UZU a)  

 
b)  

 

a) 1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

132020 (1) 

b) BM 127932 (1); K 1288 

(1) 
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NE a)  

 
b)  

 
c)  

 

a) K 1263 (1); K 1662 (1); 

K 1663 (1); ND 2385 (1) 

b) BM 127932 (2) 

c) BM 127932 (1) 

B) ND 2345 (1) 

NINDA2 

 

K 110 (1) 

UŠBAR 

 

K 110 (1); K 7683 (1) 

ÁG  

 

a) 

 
b) 

 
c) 

 

a) K 1662 (1) 

b) K 110 (1) 

c) K 110 (1) 

 

 

URU6 

 

K 110 (1) 

ŠÁM 

 

K 110 (1) 

ZIG 

 

K 110 (1) 

GALAM 

 

K 2026 (1) 

KUM 

 

1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

108861 (1); BM 132019 

(1); BM 134464 (2); K 302 

(1) 

B) K 1280 (2) 

GAZ 

 

Rm 608 (1) 
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URUGAL 

 

K 110 (1) 

UNUG 

 

K 110 (1) 

UNUGI 

 

K 110 (1) 

AGARIN 

 

K 110 (1) 

NINA  

 

 

BM 127932 (1); K 302 (1); 

K 1662 (1) 

 

SUḪUŠ  

 

 

K 302 (1); K 311 (1) 

IL  

 

a)  

 
b)  

 
c) 

 

 

a) K 1662 (1); K 311 (1); 

K 4330 (1); ND 2350 (1); 

K 1263 (1) 

b) BM 127932 (1) 

c) K 185 (1) 

DU 

 

1882-5-22,169 (3); BM 

108861 (5); BM 114920 

(1); BM 127932 (7); BM 

132021 (2); K 311 (3); K 

110 (1); K 1288 (1); K 

4328 (2); K 4330 (3); ND 

2385 (2) 

TUM a)  

b) 

 

 

a) K 1662 (2); K 4328 (3); 

K 4330 (7); ND 4312 (1); 

ND 4405/2 (1) 

b) BM 108861 (1)  

ANŠE  

 

 

K 1288 (1); K 4393 (1) 
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EGIR 

 

K 110 (1) 

UŠ 

 

BM 108861 (3); BM 

127932 (4); K 1288 (1); K 

4328 (2) 

IŠ 

 

1882-5-22,169 (3); BM 

127932 (1); K 185 (3); K 

311 (1); K 1263 (2); K 

1288 (1); K 4328 (6); K 

4330 (2) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

BI 

 

1882-5-22,169 (5); BM 

108861 (4); BM 127932 

(9); K 185 (1); K 302 (2); 

K 311 (4); K 1263 (4); K 

1288 (3); K 1662 (4); K 

1663 (2); K 4328 (2); K 

4330 (3); ND 4405/2 (1) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

ŠIM 

 

BM 127932 (2); K 4330 

(4) 

NA4  

 

 

BM 127932 (2); BM 

132020 (2); K 4330 (2) 

GAG 

 

1882-5-22,169 (1); BM 

108861 (1); K 311 (1); K 

1263 (1); K 1288 (1) 

B) K 1280 (1) 

NI 

 
B) 

 

1882-5-22,169 (7); BM 

108861 (1); BM 114900 

(1); BM 127932 (7); BM 

132019 (1); BM 132021 

(2); BM 134464 (2); K 185 

(9); K 302 (5); K 311 (7); 

K 1263 (10); K 1288 (5); 

K 1662 (1); K 1663 (1); K 

4328 (2); ND 2350 (3); 

ND 2385 (5); ND 2455 (2) 

B) K 1280 (5); ND 2065 

(2); ND 2478 (1) 

IR 

 

BM 108861 (2); BM 

127932 (3); K 185 (1); K 

311 (2); K 555 (1); K 4328 

(2); K 4330 (2) 

B) K 1280 (2) 

GÁ 

 

K 1263 (1); K 4328 (2); K 

4330 (1) 

AMA  

 

 

K 1663 (1) 

 

ÙR  

 

 

K 311 (1) 
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DAG 

 

B) K 1280 (1) 

KIŠI9 

 

K 4328 (1) 

NUSKA 

 

ND 1123 (1) 

PA 

 

1882-5-22,169 (2); BM 

108861 (1); BM 114900 

(1); BM 127932 (7); BM 

132020 (2); BM 132021 

(3); K 185 (2); K 302 (1); 

K 311 (4); K 1263 (4); K 

1662 (3); K 1663 (1); K 

1664 (1); K 4328 (1); ND 

2385 (1); ND 4405/2 (1) 

B) ND 2478 (2) 

ŠAB  

 

 

BM 127932 (5); BM 

132021 (1); K 185 (1); K 

1662 (1) 

SIPA  

 

 

K 1663 (1) 

 

GIŠ 

 

1882-5-22,169 (4); BM 

108861 (1); BM 114900 

(1); BM 127932 (4); BM 

134464 (1); K 185 (1); K 

302 (3); K 311 (1); K 1288 

(1); K 1662 (2); K 1663 

(1); K 1664 (1); K 4328 

(3); ND 2350 (1); ND 

4312 (1); ND 4405/2 (2) 

B) K 1280 (3) 

GUD 

 

K 4328 (1) 
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