Tablets on Tablets: Reusable Mobile-Friendly
Museum Resources on Ancient Mesopotamia

Thursday 12 December 2013, 10.00 a.m. — 5.00 p.m. at the British Academy,
10 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AH

A one-day workshop for UK museum staff
— curators, educators and IT developers —
showcasing the role of Linked Open Data
and mobile-friendly technologies in
enhancing access to, and use of,
cuneiform collections in mobile gallery
guides, public websites and group events.

Provisional programme

10.00:
10.15:

10.45:

Welcome and introduction
Professor Steve Tinney (University of Pennsylvania), “Oracc for museums”

The Open Richly Annotated Cuneiform Corpus (http://oracc.org/) supports
free online editions of cuneiform texts and provides a wealth of tools for
specialists and non-specialists alike to learn about ancient Mesopotamia.
These include websites on a wide range of research projects, some of which
act as explanatory portals to large groups of cuneiform texts and their
translations, helping to contextualise the material and make it more
accessible.

Ruth Horry (University of Cambridge), “Telling object stories: exploring the
lives of artefacts from Nimrud”

How does an archaeological object make its way from the field site into a
museum case? The “Materialities of Assyrian Knowledge Production” website
explores how cuneiform artefacts have journeyed from the ancient Assyrian
city of Nimrud into museum collections worldwide. The site offers a variety of
resources for enhancing visitors' engagement with cuneiform collections,
including 'life stories' of objects from Nimrud and contextual information about
the ancient city. It also explores how academics have studied cuneiform
collections, from the mid-nineteenth century to the present day, to understand
the ancient past. All content is licensed for open re-use by museums, and is
flexibly designed for both desktop and handheld devices. The site also acts
as a portal to external digital resources on Nimrud and ancient Assyria.



11.15: Coffee break

11.45: Silvie Zamazalova (University of Cambridge/UCL), “Putting the tablets in
context: Assyrian Empire Builders”

A demonstration of a highly focused history website which acts as portal to
a corpus of correspondence from the 8" century BC, when Assyria was the
mightiest power in the ancient world. It provides a range of accessible
information, including themed essays, which is designed to put the
correspondence in its historical context and facilitate its interpretation, in
addition to opening up a fascinating period of history to the wider public.

12.15: Dr Eleanor Robson (UCL), “Cuneiform Revealed: demystifying the tablets”

How do we know what the tablets say? This web resource offers an
introduction to the cuneiform script which was used to write the Akkadian
language in Mesopotamia as well as other languages in the ancient Near
East. By providing introductory essays, practical exercises and cuneiform
fonts, as well as a gallery of selected museum tablets, the website aims to
widen access to specialised linguistic knowledge and enable a fuller
appreciation of the written evidence for the ancient Near Eastern past.

12.45: Lunch (provided)

2.00: Discussion: The role of reusable online resources in helping museum-goers
to create knowledge about the ancient past

3.15: Coffee break
3.45: Discussion: Optimising Oracc for museum use
4.45: Concluding remarks

This event is organised as part of the AHRC-funded research project “Materialities of
Assyrian Knowledge Production” (http://oracc.org/nimrud) directed by Eleanor Robson at
the University of Cambridge in collaboration with the British Institute for the Study of Iraq
(http://www.bisi.ac.uk).

Follow Oracc on Twitter (@oracctivity and @opencuneiform) or join in our live-tweeting of
the event with hashtag #nimrud.

Places are strictly limited: please book now by emailing Silvie Zamazalova
(sz314@cam.ac.uk). There is no charge for the day, except for a contribution of £15
towards catering costs.

Please visit http://oracc.org/nimrud/events for updates and further information.
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